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COVER  SKETCH  —  FOBES  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

The  sketch  on  the  cover  is  from  a  line  drawing  made  by 
William  A.  Sampson,  New  Braintree  Road,  and  presented  to 
the  Town  of  use  on  this  report. 
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Annual  Report 

It  is  the  privilege  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  submit 
to  the  citizens  of  Oakham  the  following  report  of  the  activi¬ 
ties  and.  finances  of  the  various  departments,  committees 
and  officers  of  the  town  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1956. 

The  continued  cooperation  of  all  town  officers  and  the 
members  of  all  committees  and  departments  is  sincerely 
appreciated  and  the  Board  wishes  to  thank  all  parties  for 
the  time  they  have  spent  and  the  successful  manner  in 
which  they  have  carried  out  their  programs  for  the  year. 

•  WALTER  W.  NELSON 
JOHN  P.  0’DONNEX.L 


ROGER  H.  LONERGAN 


Board  of  Selectmen 
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Town  Officers  for  1956 


Town  Clerk 


DOROTHY  P.  DAY 


Term  expires  1958 


Selectmen 


WALTER  W.  NELSON 
JOHN  P.  O’DONNELL 


Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1958 


ROGER  H.  LONERGAN,  Chairman  Term  expires  1959 


A  ssessors 


Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1959 


CHESTER  M.  ROOD,  Chairman 
LUDWICK  SZCZUKA 
W.  FRANCIS  BRENNAN 


Board  of  Public  Welfare 
and  Board  of  Health 


WALTER  W.  NE^LSON,  Chairman,  Board  of  Health 

Term  expires  1957 

JOHN  P.  O’DONNELL  Term  expires  1958 

ROGER  H.  LONERGAN,  Chairman  Board  of  Public  Welfare 

Term  expires  1959 

School  Committee 

WILLARD  C.  RUTHERFORD,  Chairman  Term  expires  1957 
MARY  H.  PARSONS,  Clerk  Term  expires  1958 

PHILIP  E.  DWELLY  Term  expires  1959 


Library  Trustees 


RAYMOND  H.  FIELD 
MALCOLM  A.  FOSS,  Clerk 
WINIFRED  B.  LANE,  Chairman 


Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1959 


Cemetery  Committee 


ARTHUR  WEBB,  Chairman 
NELSON  K.  MAYO 
FREDERICK  G.  STONE 


Term  expires  1957 
Term  expires  1958 
Term  expires  1959 
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One  Year  Terms 

Moderator 

FREDERICK  H.  LANE 

Tax  Collector 

WALTER  G.  CHAPMAN 

Treasurer 

WALTER  G.  CHAPMAN 

Auditor 

O.  HAROLD  ERICKSON 

Tree  Warden 

RALPH  T.  YOUNG,  JR. 

Fence  Viewers 

DONALD  C.  AGAR 

WALTER  W.  NELSON  VERNO  S.  TUCKER 

Constables 

STEPHEN  L.  BARR  LEONARD  A.  HARDY 

HAROLD  E.  BLACK,  JR.  WALTER  W.  NELSON 

O.  HAROLD  ERICKSON  GEORGE  H.  PARKMAN 

Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark 

ALFRED  B.  MORSE  WALTER  A.  WOODIS 

CHARLES  R.  DEAN 

Measurers  of  Lumber 

ALFRED  B.  MORSE  WALTER  A.  WOODIS 

CHARLES  R.  DEAN 

Field  Drivers 

J.  FRED  ALLEN  JEROME  D.  MURPHY 

FREDERICK  G.  STONE 
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Report  of  the 
TOWN  CLERK 


Vital  Records  of  1956 
BIRTHS 

February 

25 — ^Edward  Adrian  Young,  son  of  Edward  J.  and 
Jeannette  (Grise)  Young. 

May 

9 — ^Francis  Harold  Coy,  son  of  Forrest  and 
Rita  (Bliss)  Coy. 

June 

11 — ^Henry  Roscoe  Crawford,  Jr.,  son  of  H.  Roscoe  and 
Cecile  A.  (Courteau)  Crawford. 

13 —  Frederick  Hall  Stone,  son  of  Frederick  G.  and 
Maude  M.  (Nimtz)  Stone. 

September 

27 — Robert  Martin  Walker,  son  of  Alfred  S.  and 
Dorothy  A.  ((Phelan)  Walker,  Jr. 

November 

14 —  Bonni  Lee  Nelson,  daughter  of  Carl  R.  and 
Elizabeth  A.  (Hardy)  Nelson. 

MARRIAGES 

September 

14 — ^Carl  G.  'Christianson,  Oakham,  and  Eleanor  Hubbell 
Keffer,  New  Haven. 

October 

27 — Joseph  P.  Zelnia,  Oakham,  and  Ann  Savoie,  Gardner. 

November 

24 — Wesley  H.  Dwelly,  Oakham,  and  Carol  E.  Keddy,  Barre. 

December 

16 — W.  AuJbrey  March,  Oakham,  and  Dorothea  M.  Green¬ 
wood,  Shrewsbury. 
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DEATHS 


Y 

M 

D 

May 

7 — Frederick  Arthur  Towne, 

Norfolk,  Mass. 

41 

0 

20 

11 — ^Fannie  M.  (Sloane)  Butler 

June 

80 

6 

17 

19 — Eva  A.  (Stone)  Adams 

75 

1 

20 

21 — J.  Frederic  Allen 

60 

8 

26 

29 — Percy  Howard  Bedell 

59 

9 

26 

August 

27 — Anna  (Stehlik)  Bechan 

November 

57 

1 

12 

6 — ^Thomas  J.  Horne 

54 

3 

12 

20 — Walter  F.  Ross 

48 

1 

16 

NON-RESIDENTS  BURIED  IN  TOWN 

January 

6 — Florence  F.  Hawkins,  Coincord,  N.H. 

76 

March 

30 — Ralph  E.  Newcomb,  Barre,  Mass. 

55 

8 

4 

May 

14 — ^Elmer  V.  Newton,  Bass  Rver,  Mass. 

73 

4 

25 

August 

12 — James  J.  Mooney,  Worcester,  Mass. 

63 

6 

14 

November 

21 — Nelson  Cote,  Northboro 

74 

7 

4 

DOG  LICENSES 


75  Males  @  $2.00 
22  Females  @  $5.00 
31  Spays  @  $2.00 

128  dogs  licensed  —  the  same  as  in  1955 
2  transfers  issued 
Fees  retained  —  20c  each 
Net  Return 


$150.00 

110.00 

62.00 


$322.00 


25.60 

296.40 
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Dog  licenses  expire  on  March  31.  New  ones  are  avail¬ 
able  by  the  last  week  in  March.  Dogs  must  be  licensed 
when  they  become  three  months  old.  On  receipt  of  the  fee 
and  a  stamped  addressed  envelope,  licenses  will  be  mailed. 
Information  needed  for  writing  the  license  includes  name  of 
dog,  breed,  age,  color,  and  name  of  owner  or  keeper.  Checks 
should  be  made  out  to  the  Town  of  Oakham. 

A  person  who  becomes  the  owner  of  a  dog  already  li¬ 
censed  for  the  year  in  the  state  should,  within  30  days  secure 
a  transfer  license  and  local  tag,  for  which  the  charge  is  25c. 

The  owner  or  keeper  is  responsible  for  seeing  that  his 
dog  wears  around  its  neck  or  body  a  collar  or  harness,  to 
which  should  be  attached  the  tag  given  with  the  license. 
The  tag  is  of  considerable  help  in  returning  a  stray  dog  to  its 
owner.  If  a  tag  is  lost  or  becomes  unusable,  a  duplicate 
may  be  obtained  for  10c. 

SPORTING  LICENSES 


33  Fishing  @  $3.25  $107  25 

22  Hunting  @  $3.25  71  50 

36  Sporting  @  $5.25  189  00 

8  Minor  Fishing  @  $1.25  10  00 

7  Female  Fishing  @  $2.25  15  75 

5  Duplicate  @  $.50  2  50 

2  Trapping  (S)  $7.75  15  50 

8  Sporting  and  Trapping  —  free  to  citizens  over 

70  years  of  age  00 

1  Old  Age  Assistance  Fishing  —  free  00 


122  licenses  issued  —  34  more  than  in  1955  $411  50 

Fees  retained,  25c  each,  except  duplicate  and  free  27  00 
Net  Return  $384  50 


34  more  sporting  licenses  were  issued  in  1956  than  in 
1955.  Prices  for  all  types  of  licenses  are  the  same  for  1957. 
The  new  licenses  are  yellow  and  in  addition  to  the  nrunber 
show  the  name,  address,  and  description  of  the  licensee. 
Sportsmen  should  display  the  license  in  the  plastic  holder 
provided,  on  the  outer  clothing  at  all  times  while  fishing, 
hunting  or  trapping. 

Persons  15  to  18  years  of  age  wishing  a  hunting  license 
should  learn  the  special  requirements  for  minors.  Forms 
which  explain  and  help  them  to  comply  with  the  law  may 
be  requested  from  the  town  clerk. 

Except  for  a  duplicate  license,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
apply  in  person  for  a  license,  provided  the  information 
necessary  for  writing  the  license  is  sent. 
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The  pamphlet  “Massachusetts  Fish  and  Game  Laws  — 
1957”  is  given  to  each  person  buying  a  license,  and  will  be 
mailed  or  given  to  any  interested  person  on  request. 

RECORDED 

23  sets  of  petittions,  plans,  and  orders  for  pole  and  wire 
locations. 

27  personal  property  mortgages. 
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Action  Taken  at  Town  Meetings 

During  1956 

Annual  Town  Meeting 
March  5,  1956 

Votes  on  election  of  officers  and  routine  articles  have 
been  omitted. 

IT  WAS  VOTED 

Article  1 

That  the  reports  of  the  several  town  officers  be  accepted 
as  printed. 

Article  9 

That  the  sum  of  $1,000  be  appropriated  from  the  over¬ 
lay  surplus  for  the  purposes  of  a  reserve  fund. 

Article  10 

That  the  following  four  trust  funds  of  $100  each  left  for 
the  care  of  cemetery  lots  be  accepted:  from  George 
Taylor  for  Lot  47A,  South  Cemetery;  from  Mrs.  Oliver 
Wilkins,  V2  Lot  19A,  Pine  Grove  Cemetery;  from  Mrs. 
Bert  Reed,  to  be  applied  on  S.  H.  Bullard  Lot,  No.  6, 
Pine  Grove  Cemetery;  from  Mrs.  James  Fairbank  for 
Lot  19B,  Pine  Grove  Cemetery. 

Article  11 

That  the  sum  of  $3,300  be  transferred  from  the  Mach¬ 
inery  Fund  to  the  Machinery  Account,  not  over  $2,500 
of  this  amount  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  a  new 
truck  and  the  balance  to  be  used  for  ordinary  operating 
expenses. 

Article  12 

That  the  sum  of  $1,100  be  raised  and  appropriated  to 
meet  the  town’s  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  81  High¬ 
way  Maintenance,  and  that,  in  addition,  the  sum  of 
$12,100  be  transferred  from  unappropriated  available 
funds  in  the  treasury  to  meet  the  state’s  share  of  the 
cost  of  the  work,  reimbursements  from  the  state  to  be 
restored,  upon  their  receipt,  to  surplus  revenue. 

Article  13 

That  the  sum  of  $1,600  be  raised  and  appropriated  to 
meet  the  town’s  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90  main¬ 
tenance,  and  that,  in  addition,  the  sum  of  $3,200  be 
transferred  from  unappropriated  available  funds  in  the 
treasury  to  meet  the  state’s  and  county’s  share  of  the 
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cost  of  the  work,  the  reimhursements  from  the  state 
and  county  to  he  restored,  upon  their  receipt,  to  surplus 
revenue. 

Article  14 

Voted  that  the  sum  of  $3,000  be  raised  and  appropriated 
to  meet  the  town’s  share  of  the  cost  of  Chapter  90  High¬ 
way  Construction,  these  funds  to  be  used  in  conjunction 
with  state  and  county  allotments. 

Article  18 

That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  authorized  and  instruct¬ 
ed  to  take  the  sum  of  $10,000  from  available  funds  in  the 
treasury  and  to  use  this  amount  to  reduce  the  tax  rate 
for  the  current  year. 

Article  19 

That  the  town  raise  and  appropriate  $100  for  improve¬ 
ments  to  the  Center  Cemetery,  the  sum  to  be  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  Oakham  Grange. 

Article  20 

That  the  town  by-laws  be  amended  by  adding  the  fol¬ 
lowing  chapter  and  sections 

CHAPTER  IV 
Removal  of  Soil 

Section  1.  No  person  shall  remove  any  topsoil,  loam, 
sand  or  gravel  from  any  land  in  the  town  not  in  public  use, 
unless  such  removal  is  authorized  by  a  permit  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  excepting  v/hen  such  removal  shall  be 
in  conj  unction  with  the  construction  of  a  building  on  the 
property,  or  for  the  continued  operation  of  an  existing  sand 
or  gravel  pit. 

Section  2.  No  such  permit  shall  be  issued  until  an  ap¬ 
plication  therefor  is  filed  with  the  Board  and  a  public  hear¬ 
ing  is  held  thereon.  The  date,  time  and  place  of  such  hear¬ 
ing  shall  be  posted  in  three  public  places  in  the  town  at 
least  seven  days  before  the  date  of  the  hearing. 

Section  3.  The  selectmen  as  a  condition  of  granting  ap¬ 
proval  may  require  that  the  party  removing  any  of  the 
above  materials  from  a  property  shall  leave  the  property  in 
a  condition  conforming  with  the  specifications  of  the  Board 
and  may  require  that  a  bond  or  deposit  be  furnished  in  an 
amount  to  be  determined  by  the  Board  in  order  to  insure 
compliance  with  said  specifications. 

Total  appropriations  voted  at  the  annual  town  meeting 
amounted  to  $70,411.07.  Sixty-two  voters  were  present. 
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Special  Town  Meeting  —  April  26,  1956 

Article  1 

That  the  sum  of  $4,000  be  appropriated  from  the  Over¬ 
lay  Reser\."e  for  use  to  meet  charges  for  emergeincy 
Snow  Removal  and  Sanding. 

Article  2 

That  the  sum  of  $800  be  transferred  from  the  Highway 
Machinery  Fund  to  the  Highway  Machinery  Account. 
Article  3 

That  the  town  appoint  a  committee  to  investigate  the 
possibilities  of  adopting  zoning  regulations.  The  vote 
was  6  in  favor,  3  opposed. 

Thirteen  voters  were  present. 

Special  Town  Meeting  —  June  27,  1956 

Article  1 

That  the  sum  of  $600  be  raised  and  appropriated  and 
that  this  amount  together  with  $300  from  the  Civilian 
Defense  account  be  used  for  the  purchase  and  installa¬ 
tion  of  a  fire  and  emergency  warning  system. 

That  the  sum  of  $500  be  raised  and  appropriated  to  make 
repairs  and  improvements  to  the  Henry  Wright  Ball 
Park.  An  amendment  was  offered  that  the  money  be 
expended  under  the  supervision  of  the  Board  of  Select¬ 
men.  It  was  voted  unanimously  to  accept  the  amend¬ 
ment.  The  motion,  as  amended,  was  put  to  a  vote  and 
approved,  also  unanimously. 

Nineteen  voters  were  present. 

Special  Town  Meeting  —  Nov.  8,  1856 


Article  1 

That  the  sum  of  $15,000  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
of  constructing  and  originally  equipping  and  furnishing 
a  fire  station  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation  the 
sum  of  $1,000  be  appropriated  from  the  Post-War  Reha¬ 
bilitation  Fund,  and  that  the  treasurer,  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  selectmen,  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to 
borrow  the  sum  of  $14,000  and  to  issue  notes  of  the 
town  therefor  payable  in  accordance  with  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  Chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws  so  that  the 
whole  loan  ^hall  be  paid  m  not  more  than  14  years  from 
the  date  of  issue  of  the  first  note. 

The  vote  was  52  in  favor,  26  opposed.  Since  the  motion 
provided  for  borrowing  money,  a  two  thirds  vote  was 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


13 


necessary.  52  is  two  thirds  of  the  78  votes  cast,  so  the 
motion  was  carried. 

Artticle  2 

That  the  sum  of  $1,500  he  transferred  from  the  Highway 
Machinery  Fund  to  the  Highway  Machinery  Account. 

Article  3 

That  the  sum  of  $500  be  appropriated  from  the  High¬ 
way  Snow  Removal  and  Sanding  account  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  purchasing  a  snow  plow  for  use  by  the  Highway 
Department. 

Article  4 

That  the  sum  of  $127.50  be  appropriated  from  the  Ceme¬ 
tery  Sale  of  Lots  account  for  use  by  the  Cemetery  Com¬ 
mittee  for  providing  new  lots. 

Article  5 

That  the  sum  of  $200  be  appropriated  from  unappropri¬ 
ated  available  funds  in  the  treasury  for  use  by  the 
Board  of  Health  to  meet  charges  for  the  balance  of  the 
year. 

Seventy-nine  voters  were  present  at  the  meeting. 

DOROTHY  P.  DAY,  Clerk 


14 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Annual  Report  of  the 
BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

APPOINTiMENTS 


Inspector  of  Animals 
Inspector  of  Slaughtering 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
Fire  Warden 

Moth  Superintendent  J. 

Roscoe  Crawford, 

Burial  Agent 
Janitor  of  Town  Hall 
Dog  Officer 
Veterans  Agent 
Superintendent  of  Streets 
V/ire  Inspector 
Civilian  Defense  Director 
Town  Counsel 
Chief  of  Police 


W.  Francis  Brennan 
W.  Francis  Brennan 
Frederick  G.  Stone 
Leonard  A.  Hardy 
Fred  Allen  to  June  21st 
June  21  -  December  31 

Arthur  Webb 
Winthrop  W.  Boyd 
Waclaw  Smichinski 
Anthony  A.  Lupa 
Ralph  T.  Young,  Jr. 

Ralph  L.  Downer 
W.  Francis  Brennan 
Ralph  W.  Igoe 
Walter  W.  Nelson 


Special  Police  Officers 

Harold  E.  Black,  Jr.  O.  Harold  Erickson 

Frederick  G.  Stone  Leonard  A.  Hardy 

Walter  E.  Cole  William  A.  Wareing 


Jury  List 

Alexander  B.  Crawford 
Eugene  A.  Cheruby 
Ethel  Morse 
George  W.  Stone 
Charles  S.  Thurlow 
Verno  S.  Tucker 
William  Zukus 


Farmer 
Retired  Millworker 
Housewife 
Contractor 
Inspector 
Foundry  Foreman 
Farmer 
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PROJECTS  and  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

In  addition  to  the  regular  functions  of  town  govern¬ 
ment  which  were  carried  on  as  usual  several  new  projects 
were  started  during  the  year,  and  others  started  during  pre¬ 
vious  years  were  continued.  These  included  the  continua¬ 
tion  of  reconstruction  of  South  and  Spencer  Roads,  con¬ 
struction  of  a  bridge  on  Robinson  Road  to  replace  the  one 
washed  out  by  the  floods  of  August  18  and  19,  1955,  initiation 
of  a  program  of  Salk  polio  inoculations,  improvements  to 
Wright  Memorial  Park  ball  field,  and  preliminary  work  in 
connection  with  the  construction  of  a  new  fire  station. 

A  total  of  1500  feet  of  South  and  Spencer  Road  were 
reconstructed  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  90  of  the 
General  Laws  at  a  total  cost  of  $14,014.41,  of  which  $7,007.21 
will  be  reimbursed  by  the  State  and  $3,503.60  will  be  reim¬ 
bursed  by  the  County  leaving  a  net  cost  to  the  town  of 
$3,503.60. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  State  and  County  for 
allotment  of  $9,000  to  be  used  together  with  $3,000  of  town 
funds  to  continue  work  on  these  roads  during  1957. 

The  bridge  on  Robinson  Road  was  constructed  by  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Pulblic  Works  at  no  cost  to  the 
town. 

The  first  Salk  polio  inoculations  were  administered  by 
the  school  physician  on  May  29,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
inoculatic^ns  had  been  made  available  to  everyone  from  3 
months  to  thirty  years  of  age. 

The  work  done  on  Wright  Memorial  ball  field  consisted 
of  rough  grading  and  shaping  up  the  present  field. 

At  a  special  town  meeting  held  on  November  8,  1956  it 
was  voted  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $15,000  for  the  purpose 
of  constructing  and  originally  equipping  a  fire  station.  Plans 
and  specifications  had  been  substantially  completed  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 


GENERAL 

The  year  marked  the  discontinuance  of  operations  by 
the  Conant  and  Parker,  Oakham  and  Coldbrook  Springs 
Telephone  Company  and  the  beginning  of  operations  and 
service  by  the  New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com¬ 
pany.  The  Conant  and  Parker,  Oakham  and  Coldbrook 
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Springs  Telephone  Company  had  given  continuous  service 
of  the  very  highest  order  to  its  customers  and  to  the  town  in 
general  over  a  period  of  53  years  from  July,  1903  to  May, 
1956. 

The  New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company 
have  indicated  that  they  will  continue  this  high  grade  of 
service  and  have  started  by  installing  an  entire  new  system 
complete  with  dial  phones  and  a  new  substation. 


The  Old 


Building  and  switchboard  of  the  Conant  and  Parker,  Oakham 
and  Coldbrook  Springs  Telephone  Company. 


The  New 


Central  system  in  the  new  substation  of  the  New  England 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company. 
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The  installation  of  dial  phones  has  made  it  necessary 
for  the  town  to  purchase  and  install  a  siren  for  use  as  a  fire 
and  emergency  warning  system.  This  together  with  a  new 
F-600  Ford  truck  and  a  new  snow  plow  for  the  Highway 
Department  constituted  the  major  items  of  equipment  pur¬ 
chased  during  the  year. 

FINANCES 


A  total  of  28  selectmen’s  warrants  were  approved  during 
the  year  authorizing  the  payment  of  $134,950.65.  These  pay¬ 
ments  were  divided  as  follows: 


Ordinary  Operating  Expenses 

Payments  to  Federal  and  County  govern¬ 
ments  of  money  collected  for  withhold¬ 
ing  and  dog  taxes  and  retirement  pay¬ 
ments 

Deposits  of  cemetery,  perpetual  care 
funds,  etc. 

Repayment  of  temporary  loans 

$119,001  20 

$3,649  45 

300  00 
12,000  00 

Total 

* 

134,950  65 

The  operating  expenses  were 

distributed  as 

follows: 

Classification 

Total 

Expended 

Percent 
of  Total 

General  Government 

$  3,772  18 

3.2 

Protection  to  Persons  and 
Property 

2,239  88 

1.9 

Health  and  Sanitation 

447  50 

0.4 

Streets  and  Highways 

48,088  15 

40.4 

Welfare  and  Charities 

12,990.42 

10.9 

Schools  and  Education 

41,945  02 

35.2 

Cemeteries 

1,094  17 

0.9 

State  charges,  assessments,  etc. 

4,019  01 

3.4 

Unclassified 

4,404  87 

3.7 

Totals 

$119,001  20 

100.0 

Charts  showing  a  comparison  of  these  expenses  are 
shown  on  the  following  pages. 


Highwo^ 


Health 


Protection  to 


Sgni  Gov  t 


E<lycation 


TOTA  L  EXPENDITURES 


gjjntrn 


(Lesssl 


Uneiossified: 


Ceifieterto 

. . . 


TOTAL  RECEIPTS 


Protection  to  R>rs 


State  a  cottoty? 


Education 

h^iwi 


TO  TOWN 


Financial  chart  i 
Operating  Expenses~I956  i 


NET  EXPENSE 


TAX  RATE  AWO  POPULATION 
1945  to  1956  Ind. 
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LICENSES,  PERMITS  AND  RECEIPTS 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  licenses  and  permits 
issued  and  the  payments  received  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
during  the  year: 

Licenses  and  Permits  Issued 


Pistol  Permits  4 

Common  Victualler’s  license  1 

License  to  sell  ice  cream,  candy 
tonic  and  fruit  on  Sunday  1 

Payments  Received 

Received  for  Amount 

Use  of  Memorial  Hall  $1  00 

Pistol  permits  2  00 

Common  victualler’s  license  50 

License  to  sell  ice  cream,  candy,  tonic  and 
fruit  on  Sunday.  50 

Sale  of  surplus  materials  1  00 


Total  received  and  turned  over  to  treasurer  $5  00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

WALTER  W.  NELSON 
JOHN  P.  O’DONNELL 
ROGER  H.  LONERGAN 
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Report  of  the 
TOWN  TREASURER 


Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1st,  1956 
Received  from  all  sources 
Paid  on  Selectmen’s  Warrants 
Cash  on  hand  Dec.  31st,  1956 


$  58,971  54 
127,233  06 


134,973  46 
51,231  14 


$  186,204  60  $  186,204  60 


TRUST  FUNDS 
Balance  on  hand,  Jan.  1st,  1956  $ 

Mass.  Inv.  Tr.  Stock  Dividend 
Mass.  Inv.  Tr.  Auditors  Adju. 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  fund 
Interest  on  Perpetual  Care  Funds 
Interest  on  U.  S.  Bonds 
Interest  on  Library  Trust  Funds 
Interest  on  Wright  Park  Tr.  Fund 
Withdrawal  of  Cemetery  Funds 
Withdrawal  of  Library  Funds 
Balance  on  hand  December  31st.  1956 


38,757  84 
293  58 
3,072  97 
300  00 
-572  15 
17  50 
562  34 
26  32 


366  67 
231  34 
43,004  69 


$  43,602  70  $  43,602  70 

SUMMARY  OF  TOWN  TREASURER’S  RECEIPTS 
ALDEN  FUND 

Dividends  and  Bank  Interest  $  318  22 


CEMETERIES 

Annual  Care 

$ 

97 

00 

Sale  of  Lots 

10 

00 

Perpetual  Care  Fund 

300 

00 

Withdrawal  from  Tr.  Fds. 

366 

67 

COUNTY  TREASURER 

Dog  Tax  Refund 

$ 

254  29 

Aid  to  Highways 

5,967 

01 

$ 


773  67 


$  6,221  30 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

Fees  and  Permits 
Refunds 


20  00 
1  95 


$ 


21  95 
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HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 


Machine  Rentals 

4,337  50 

Refund  Comp.  Insurance 

33  91 

LIBRARY 

Fines 

$ 

8  00 

For  Petty  Cash  Account 

10  00 

Withdrawals  from  Trust  Funds 

231  34 

SCHOOL  LUNCH  PROGRAM 

Received  from  lunches 

$ 

2,536  88 

Received  from  State  &  Fed. 

Grants 

1,324  18 

SELECTMEN 

Licenses  and  Permits 

TREASURER  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH 

Federal  Grants,  O.A.A.  Aid 

$ 

3,963  51 

Federal  Grants,  A.DC  Aid 

465  23 

Federal  Grants,  DA  Aid 

764  40 

State,  O.A.A.  Aid 

3,733  74 

State,  A.D.C.  Aid 

257  36 

State,  D.  A.  Aid 

228  15 

Income  Tax 

363  56 

O.A.A.  Meal  Tax 

242  14 

Income,  Chapter  No.  70  Schools 

6,490  58 

Corporation  Tax 

2,111  60 

Live  Stock  Control 

17  50 

In  lieu  of  Taxes 

4,187  60 

D.  A.  Admin.  State 

1  91 

Aid  to  Highways 

20,078  99 

General  Relief  Account 

218  07 

High  School  Transportation 

12,741  80 

Vocational  Training 

159  60 

State  Div.  of  Standards 

3  00 

School  Supt.  Salary 

179  04 

FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT 
Adjust,  of  D.  A.  Admin.  Acct. 

SCHOOLS 

Refunds 

TAX  TITLE  ACCOUNTS 
Tax  titles  redeemed  $  795  06 

Interest  and  Fees  54  19 


4,371  41 


249  34 


3,861  06 
8  50 


56,207  78 
1  40 
686  18 


849  25 
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AGENCIES 

Federal  Withholding  Taxes  $  2,730  77 

Worcester  Co,  Retirement  System  512  11 


TOWN  CLERK 
Dog  Taxes 

DEPARTIVIENT  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 
Cities  and  Towns  54  23 

BANKS 

Worcester  County  Trust  Co.  $  12,000  00 
Savings  Bank  Interest  1,158  39 


TAX  COLLECTOR 
Cash  to  Treasurer 


$ 


$ 


3,242  88 
296  40 


13,158  39 

36,911  10 


$  127,233  06 


Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  G.  CHAPMAN,  Treasurer 
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TKiUST  AND  INVESTMENT  FUNDS 

Cash  and  Securities  $  43,004  69  Mary  Lincoln  Alden  Fund  $  12,852  28 
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Report  of  the 

TAX  COLLECTOR 


1954 — Outstanding  1-1-56 
Abatements 
Paid  to  Treasurer 


$  23  88 

7  63 
16  25 


$ 

23  88  $ 

23  88 

1955- 

-Outstanding  1-1-56 

7,553  16 

Auditors  Adjustment 

43  17 

To  Tax  Titles 

295  48 

Abatements 

603  00 

Paid  Treasurer 

5,635  39 

Outstainding  12-31-56 

976  12 

$ 

7,553  16  $ 

7,553  16 

1956 

-Assessors  Warrants  in  1956 

$ 

33,652  88 

Refunds  after  payment 

8  38 

Abatements 

479  68 

Paid  to  Treasurer 

25,856  35 

Outstanding  12-31-56 

7,325  23 

$  133,661  26  $ 

33,661  26 

Motor  Vehicle  and  Trailer  Excise 

1954- 

-Outstanding  1-1^56 

$ 

5  83 

Abatement 

5  83 

$ 

5  83  $ 

5  83 

1955- 

-Outstanding  1-1-56 

$ 

290  87 

Assessors  Warraints 

88  52 

Refunds  after  payment 

225  11 

Abatements 

27  36 

Paid  to  Treasurer 

577  14 

■ 

$ 

604  50  $ 

604  50 

1956- 

-Assessors  Warrants 

$ 

6,853  52 

Refunds  after  payments 

52  38 

Abatements 

$ 

548  80 

Paid  to  Treasurer 

4,703  34 

Outstanding  12-31-56 

1,653  76 

$  6,905  90  $  6,905  90 
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Interest  and  Costs 

Total  Collected  $ 

Paid  to  Treasurer  $  122  63 

$  122  63  $ 

Summary 

Total  Taxes  collected  $ 

Total  Motor  Vehicle  &  Trailer  Excise 

Total  Interest  &  Costs  Collected 

Paid  to  Treasurer  36,911  10 

$  36,911  10  $ 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  G.  CHAPMAN,  Tax 


122  63 


122  63 

31,507  99 
5,280  48 
122  63 


36,911  10 


Collector 
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Report  of  the 
TOWN  AUDITOR 

This  certifies  that  I  have  audited  all  bills  submitted 
and  approved  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  for  the  ensuing 
year.  Also  have  audited  the  books  and  accounts  of  Town 
Treasurer  and  Tax  Collector  and  find  the  same  to  be 
correct. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

O.  HAROLD  ERICKSON, 

Auditor 

Report  of  the 
CHIEF  OF  POLICE 

Appropriation  $  150  00 

Expended  92  00 

Cases  Investigated 

Breaking  and  EJntering  3 

Breaking  and  Entering  to  Commit  Larceny  3 

Disturbing  the  Peace  2 

Drunkenness  2 

Hit  aind  Run  Drivers  4 

Attempt  to  Wreck  Car  1 

Motor  Vehicle  Law  Violations  2 

Automobile  Accidents  6 

Trespassing  3 

Transfers  of  Motor  Vehicles  Recorded  12 

Summons  Served  3 

Convictions  Obtained  in  Court  2 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WALTER  W.  NELSON, 


Chief  of  Police 
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Report  of  the 
FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


Appropriation  $  1,500  00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  87  26 


Total  Available  1,587  26 

Total  Expended  1,587  26 

Unexpended  Balance  Returned  to  Overlay 

Surplus  (Refund)  1  S5 


Fires  Reported  to  During  Year 

1 — Building  fire 
1 — Oil  burner  fire 

1 —  ^^Tractor  fire 

2 —  At  Town  Dump 

Once  to  extinguish  fire 
Once  to  burn  out  dump 
5 — ^Grass  and  brush  fires 

The  estimated  loss  from  fires  during  the  year  was 

$2,000.00 

Permits  Issued  during  1956 

15 —  Oil  storage 

16 —  Oil  burner  installations 
4 — Gasoline  storage 

2— L.  P.  Gas 
4 — Blasting 

A  total  of  $20.00  in  permit  fees  was  collected  and  tunned 
over  to  the  Treasurer. 

The  year  1956  was  a  hard  one  for  the  Fire  Department 
in  many  Ways. 

On  Octdber  3,  the  new  dial  telephone  system  of  the  New 
England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  went  into  ope¬ 
ration. 

This  required  the  Fire  Department  to  have  an  entirely 
different  Emergency  Warning  System.  An  appropriatioin 
of  $900.00  was  voted  by  the  Town  for  that  purpose.  The 
N.  E.  Tel  &  Tel.  Co.  installed  the  Red  Network  call  system 
and  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department  installed  the  siren 
and  control. 

The  money  spent  for  the  siren  installation  was  for  mate¬ 
rials  alone  as  the  members  of  the  Fire  Department  gave 
their  time  and  labor. 

The  system  is  working  quite  well,  we  have  most  of  the 


INFORMATION  FOR  DISCUSSION  MEETING 


TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  26,  1957 


Article  1  -•  Annual  Report 
Article  2  -  Election  of  officers 

Article  3  -  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  and  committees  not 
elected  by  ballot. 

Article  U  -  To  fix  salaries  for  elective  town  officers. 

Expended  Appropriated  Recommended 


Office 

1955 

1956 

1956 

1957 

Town  Clerk 

1 

1^0.00 

$ 

150.00 

1 

150.00 

1 

150.00 

Selectmen 

Chairman 

125.00 

125.00 

125.00 

1 

125.00 

Member 

100,00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

Member 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

Clerk 

25.00 

25.00 

25.00 

25.00 

Assessors 

Chairman 

$ 

125.00 

$ 

125.00 

$ 

125.00 

1 

125.00 

Member 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

Member 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

Clerk 

75.00 

75.00 

75.00 

75.00 

School  Committee 

Chairman 

1 

50.00 

$ 

50.00 

$ 

50.00 

1 

50000 

Member 

25.00 

25.00 

25.00 

25.00 

Member 

25.00 

25.00 

25.00 

25.00 

Clerk 

25.00 

25.00 

25.00 

25.00 

Moderator 

$ 

20.00 

1 

20.00 

1 

20.00 

$ 

20.00 

Tax  Collector 

liOO.OO 

ilOO.OO 

Uoo.oo 

liOO.OO 

Treasurer 

1400.00 

liOO.OO 

liOO.OO 

Uoo.oo 

Auditor 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

Library  Trustees 

Chairman 

$ 

15.00 

1 

15.00 

1 

15.00 

Member 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

Member 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

Clerk 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

Cemetery  Committee 

Chairman 

$ 

15.00 

$ 

15.00 

$ 

15.00 

Member 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

Member 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

Clerk 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

Totals 

o 

o 

• 

o 

C\J 

o 

C\i 

$2,035.00 

12,035.00 

12,033.00 

Article  5  -  Compensation  for  men  and  equipment  working  on  highways. 


Article  6  - 

Expended 

1955  1956 

Appropriated 

1956 

Recommended 

1957 

Bonding  Town  Officers 

98.75 

98.75 

100.00 

100.00 

Article  7  “  Appropriations  to  cover  expenses  and  outlays  of  the 

several  town 

departments  for  the 

1  ensuing 

year. 

General  Government 

Town  Officers '  Supplies 

598.93 

309.06 

500.00 

500.00 

Elections  and  Registration 

[  lliO.OO 

269.75 

200.00 

200.00 

Printing 

U99.88 

921.16 

600.00 

600.00 

Memorial  Hall  Maintenance 

572.63 

952.56 

600.00 

690.00 

Protection  to  Persons  and  Property 

Police 

70.90 

92.00 

190.00 

190.00 

Fire  Department 

1,586.76 

1,987.26 

1,900.00 

1,800.00 

Sealer  of  Wts.  &  Meas. 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

20.00 

Plus  fees 

Plus  fees 

Moth  Suppression 

177.30 

168.20 

210.00 

210.00 

Dutch  Elm  Disease  Control 

193.1(2 

185.10 

210.00 

210.00 

Tree  Warden 

1(9.35 

90.00 

90.00 

Inspection  of  Wires 

9.00 

39.00 

29.00 

29.00 

Dog  Officer 

83.75 

79.00 

79.00 

79.00 

Health  and  Sanitation 

Board  of  Health 

29.00 

387.50 

90.00 

390.00 

Inspection  of  Animals 

39.00 

39.00 

39.00 

35.00 

Inspection  of  Slaughtering 

:  29.00 

29.00 

29.00 

29.00 

Welfare  and  Charities 

Old  Age  Assistance 

6,009.11 

1(,758.70 

6,100.00 

6,500.00 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

223.60 

577.50 

290.00 

990.00 

Disability  Assistance 

760.29 

369.10 

1,200.00 

900.00 

General  Relief 

1,285.98 

1,386.1*9 

1,590.00 

690.00 

Administration 

119.09 

290.00 

29O060 

300.00 

,392.59  17,31(1.79 

19,250.00 

$8,d00.00 

Schools  and  Education 

Schools  3U^92^.02 

37,377.97 

38,713.22 

38,979.16 

School  Lunch 

2,968.18 

3,165.58 

- - - 

Library 

1,801.88 

1,295.63 

800.00 

800.00 

Plus  Int, 

Plus  Int. 

i;-H  Clubs 

99.28 

106.95 

100.00 

100.00 

Cemeteries 

831.1(9 

866.67 

900.00 

900.00 

4 

• 

Plus  Int. 

Improvements  to  Center  Cemetery 

I'JO  e  00 

Pli.-S .  Int . 

Retirement  and  Social  Security 

100.00 

Worcester  County 

Retirement  Assessment 

598.65 

316.89 

316.89 

526,99 

Empl oye e  s  C  omp ,  Ins . 

585.1(5 

629.19 

679.00 

679.00 

Article  7  -  Cont. 

Expended 

1955  1956 

Appropriated 

1956 

Recommended 

1957 

Unclassif ed 

Memorial  Day  0bservances$ 

100.00 

$ 

125.59 

$  125.00 

$  100.00 

Fire  Insurance 

223.75 

288.01 

600.00 

300.00 

Care  of  Town  Common 

60.00 

60.30 

60.00 

60.00 

Veterans’  Benefits 

5.00 

0.00 

150.00 

200.00 

Miscellaneous 

177.58 

320.02 

200.00 

275.00 

Streets  and  Highways 

Snow  Removal  and  Sanding3j 

,262.86 

$ 

8,759.52 

$  i;,000.00 

$  h, 000. 00 

Street  Lights 

i;29.00 

396.00 

396.00 

'396.00 

8  ”  Authority  to  borrow  in  anticipation  of  revenue. 

Article  ^  -  Highways 

chapter  8l  Maintenance 


Raise  from  taxation  |  1,100.00 
From  available  funds 
in  anticipation  of 
reimbursement  12,100.00 

Totals  |13, 200.00 

Article  10  -  Highways 

Chapter  90  Maintenance 
Raise  by  taxation  $  1,600.00 
Borrow  or  take 
From  available  funds 
in  anticipation  of 
reimbursement  $  3, 191;. 3 7 


$  1,100.32 

$  1,100.00 

$  1,100.00 

12,100.00 

12,100.00 

12,100.00 

$13,200. 32 

$13,200.00 

$13,200.00 

$  1,599.76 

$  1,600.00 

$  1,600.00 

$  3,199.52 

$  3,200.00 

$  3,200.00 

Article  11  -  Highways 

chapter  90  Construction-0 omplete  South  Road  to  existing  hard  surface  road 

and  start  on  Spencer  Road  from  Pricers 
towards  No.  Brookfield  Road. 


Raise  by  taxation  $  i;,3lh.28 
Borrow  in  anticipation 
of  reimbursement  |12,9l;2.85 

Totals  117,^7.13 


I  3,^02.82 

$10,511.59 

lih'oiu.Ri 


$  3,000.00 

$  9,000.00 

$12,000.00 


$  3,000.00 

$  9,000.00 

$12,000.00 


Article  12  -  To  make  certain  repairs  to  Stone  Road  in  order  to  reduce  the  cost 
of  snow  removal. 


‘Raise  by  taxation  - - -  -  -  |  600.00 

Article  13  - 

Civilian  Defense  -  $  81;. 32  — -  $  50.00 

Article  Ik  - 

Maturing  Debt  |  2,000.00  $  2,000.00  |  2,000.00  $  li,000.00 


Article  l5  - 

Interest  on  Maturing 
and  Temporary  Loans 

Article  l6  - 

Repairs  to  Wright 
Ball  Park 

Director  of  Accounts 
January  1,  19^7 » 


Expended 

.  Appropriated 

Recommended 

1955  1956 

1956 

1957 

$,  lilt?. 83  $  568.56 

1 

ii50o00 

$  500.00 

$ 

500.00 

$  500,00 

ruled  that  this  money  could  not  be  spent  until  after 


Article  1?  - 

To  paint  Town  Clock 

Article  18  - 

Appropriation  from 
Overlay  Surplus  for 
purposes  of  a  Reserve 
Fund 


•i 

I  156.09 


$  6l7o7ii 


I  600,00 


I  1^000,00  I  1,000.00 


Article  19  - 

Permanent  repairs  to  Barre  Road. -All  funds  for  this  work  will  by 
furnished  in  advance  by  the  State. 

— - -  - - -  I  7, 681;. 77 

Article  20  -  Transfer  from  Highway  Machinery  Fund  to  Account. 

$  3^321;. 32  $  5>517o1;2  $  3^,500.00  |  2,000.00 

Totals  of  all  appropriations 

Raised  by  taxation  $67,005o92  $735211.1^6  $70,1|11.07  $7U5597ol5 

Aii^icle  21  -  To  use  $8,000.00  or  any  other  amount  to  reduce  the  tax  levy. 
$10,000.00  used  in  1955  and  1956. 

Article  22  -  To  accept  Cemetery  Trust  Funds. 

Article  23  -  To  hear  report  of  committee  on  proposed  zoning  regulations. 

Article  2li  -  To  give  the  selectmen  authority  to  appoint  one  of  their  members 

Chief  of  Police,  and  to  set  the  rate  of  pay  for  said  work. 

Article  25  “  To  appropriate  the  sum  of  $50.00  from  the  Cemetery  Sale  of  Lots 
Account  for  use  by  the  Cemetery  Committee  for  providing  new 
lots. 
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“bugs”  out  of  it.  An  engineer  from  the  siren  manufacturer 
is  expected  in  the  near  future  to  check  the  siren  location 
for  best  results. 

We  had  two  serious  fires  during  the  year.  There  were 
no  very  severe  thunderstorms  and  no  fires  were  set  by 
lightning.  We  believe  that  our  strict  enforcement  regula¬ 
tions  regarding  installations  of  oil  burners  has  helped  very 
much  to  reduce  the  (number  of  house  fires  and  our  strict 
issuing  of  burning  permits  and  close  checking  of  signs  of 
fires  has  kept  down  the  number  and  size  of  brush  and  grass 
fires. 

A  great  deal  of  credit  also  goes  to  the  people  of  Oakham 
for  their  cooperation. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  A.  HARDY, 
Chief  of  Fire  Department 
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Report  of  the 

DIRECTOR  of  CIVILIAN  DEFENSE 

Appropriation  $  0  00 

Carried  over  from  1955  275  00 


Available  $  275  00 

Expended  84  32 


Oakham  has  been  designated  a  neutral  zone,  which 
means  that  Oakham  is  neither  an  evacuation  nor  a  reception 
zone.  The  people  of  Oakham  have  a  choice  of  leaving  their 
homes  or  staying  in  them,  if  there  is  an  Atomic  Attack.  For 
those  who  elect  to  leave,  Nev/  Braintree,  Hardwick,  or  Barre 
are  their  reception  zones.  Those  who  remain  in  their  homes 
should  seek  shelter  in  the  cellar  of  their  home,  in  a  corner 
close  to  an  exit.  Each  family  should  take  ample  supplies 
of  canned  food,  water,  clothing,  bedding,  first  aid  kits  and 
flashlights  with  extra  batteries  plus  a  battery  powered  A.M, 
radio  tuned  to  640  or  1240  kilocycles  for  information  and 
instructions. 

Farmers  and  others,  who  have  livestock,  chickens  and 
other  animals  should  provide  dustproof  shelters  with  tight 
shutters  for  the  windows.  They  should  have  water  and 
feed  for  at  least  three  days  and  should  make  some  arrange¬ 
ment  for  caring  and  feeding  the  animals  without  going  out¬ 
side  and  exposing  themselves  to  the  danger  of  radiation 
until  all  dajiger  is  passed. 

Fallout,  or  the  dust  that  falls  from  the  air  after  an 
Atomic  Bomb  Burst,  is  very  radioactive.  It  is  these  radio- 
active  rays  which  are  harmful. 

A  heavy  rain  or  three  or  four  days  of  heavy  dew  reduce 
the  danger. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  FRANCIS  BRENNAN, 

Director  of  Civilian  Defense 
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Report  of  the 


MOTH  SUPERINTENDENT 


Moth  Suppression 


Appropriation 

Expended 


$  210  00 
168  20 


Dutch  Elm  Disease  Control 


Appropriation 

Expended 


$  210  00 
184  10 


A  total  of  16  elm  trees  infected  with  Dutch  Elm  Disease 
were  cut  down  and  destroyed  by  Town  and  Department  of 
Conservation  crews.  Also  six  infected  elms  on  Metropolitan 
District  Commission  property  were  cut  down  and  destroyed 
by  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission. 

A  survey  of  the  town  indicated  that  there  were  no 
areas  infested  with  gypsy  moths  to  any  appreciable  extent. 

In  view  of  this  it  was  not  considered  advisable  to  do 
any  further  work  on  gypsy  moth  control  at  present.  As  an 
alternative  all  elm  trees  along  the  town  roads  were  sprayed 
in  an  attempt  to  cut  down  the  rate  of  spread  of  the  Dutch 
Elm  Disease. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  ROSCOE  CRAWFORD, 

Moth  Superintendent 


In  Memoriam 

J.  FRED  ALLEN 

Moth  Superintendent  and  Field  Driver 
ELMER  V.  NEWTON 

Former  Highway  and  Moth  Superintendent 
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Report  of  the 
WIRE  INSPECTOR 


Appropriated  $  25  00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  14  00 


Total  Available  $  39  00 

Expended  $  39  00 

In  the  year  1956  I  have  inspected  and  passed  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

Wiring  in  New  Buildings  Inspected  3 

Oil  Burner  Installations  9 

Fire  Siren  Installation  1 

Service  Entrance  1 

Building  and  Yard  Lighting 

Improvements  1 


Respectfully  submitted, 

RALPH  L.  DOWNER, 

Wire  Inspector 

Report  of  the 
BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


Salk  Polio  Immunization  Program 

9 — First  inoculations  administered. 

2 — ^Second  inoculations  administered. 

126 — First  and  second  inoculations  administered. 

6 — ^^Third  inoculations  administered. 

2 — Expectant  mothers  —  First  and  second  inoculations. 


145  Inoculations  administered  —  273  c.c.  of  serum  used. 


Cases  Investigated 

Dumping  on  Private  Property  2 

Non-Residents  Using  Town  Dump  2 

Water  Contamination  1 

Sewage  Disposal  1 

Outpatient  examinations  —  Worcester  County  Hosp.  4 

Persons  Admitted  to  Worcester  County  Hospital  1 

Contagious  Diseases  Reported  8 

Received  for  licenses  and  permits  $3.50 


Respectfully  submitted, 

WALTER  W.  NELSON 
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Report  of  the 

BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 


Account 

Old  Age  Assistance 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children 
Disability  Assistance 
General  Relief 
Administration 


Town  Funds  Total 
Expended  Expended 
$  4,758  70  $  8,850  05 

577  50  1,013  95 

369  10  1,244  70 

1,386  49  1,386  49 

250  00  495  23 


Totals  $  7,341  79  $  12,990  42 

The  Board  of  Public  Welfare  continued  in  operation 
until  March  5th,  after  which  the  duties  of  the  board  were 
taken  over  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  in  accordance  with 
the  vote  of  the  town  on  the  referendum  included  on  the 
official  ballot  for  the  annual  town  meeting. 

The  administration  of  the  town’s  welfare  program  was 
carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  Qualboag  Welfare  District,  of 
which  Oakham  is  a  member,  and  the  work  has  been  done 
with  efficiency  and  consideration. 

The  following  is  a  tabulation  of  the  average  case  load 
for  the  town  and  the  net  cost  to  the  town  of  the  various  pro¬ 
grams: 


Program 


Avg.  No.  Net  Cost 
of  Cases  to  Town 


Old  Age  Assistance 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children 
Disability  Assistance 
General  Relief 


11  $  558  75 

1  256  69 

2  198  80 

2  561  72 


Totals  16  $  1,575  96 

The  estimated  net  cost  to  the  town  of  administering  this 
program  was  $227.60. 

Old  Age  Assistance,  Aid  to  Dependent  tChildren,  and 
Disability  Assistance  benefits  were  increased  5%  effective 
July  1st  due  to  an  equal  increase  in  the  cost  of  living  index 
since  the  last  adjustment  was  made  in  August  of  1951. 

Also  acts  have  been  passed  by  the  State  Legislature 
extending  Old  Age  Assistance  benefits  to  certain  non-citi¬ 
zens  who  have  lived  in  this  country  at  least  20  years  and 
providing  for  an  increased  exemption  under  specific  circum- 


38 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


stances  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  real  estate  owned  by 
recipients. 

A  complete  financial  report  prepared  by  the  staff  of 
the  Quaboag  Welfare  District  is  included  in  the  financial 
section  of  this  report. 


Quaboag  Welfare  District 


Administrative  Staff 


Prudential  Committee 


Silvieau  Ledoux,  Chairman  George  H.  Deotte,  Agent 
Roger  H.  Lonergan,  Clerk  Yvonne  S.  Barr, 


Charles  J.  Woodis 
Romeo  J.  Kardas 


Social  Worker 
Marjorie  S.  Flandreau, 

Senior  Clerk 

M.  Alice  Ledoux,  Jr.  Clerk 


Oakham  Welfare  Board 


Roger  H.  Lonergan 


Chairman 


Walter  W.  Nelson 
John  P.  O’Donnell 
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Report  of  the 
CHARLTON  HOME  FARM 
ASSOCIATION 


For  year  ending  December  3L  1956 


$  15,000  00 
12,905  61 
4,205  00 
2,113  50 
300  00 
3,035  39 

-  $  37,559  50 

RECEIPTS 

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1956  $  2,509  98 

3  U.  S.  Bonds  sold  *  3,000  00 

Received  from  3  towns,  joining  Ass’n  600  00 
Received  from  Towns  and  Boarders  19,073  02 
Sale  of  Land  and  Gravel 
for  New  Turnpike  4,822  75 

- - $  30,005  75 

EXPENDITURES 

Bills  Paid  $  26,970  36 

Bank  Balance,  Dec.  31,  1956  3,053  39 

— -  $  30,005  75 

Number  of  Boarders  —  25 

During  the  year,  many  improvements  were  accom¬ 
plished  at  the  Home  Farm  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  State  Department  at  a  cost  of  $9,187.86. 


Land  and  Buildings 
Deposit  in  Savings  Banks 
Personal  Property 
Amount  Receivable  from  Towns 
Cash  in  Warden’s  account 
Balance  in  checking  account 


DONALD  R.  PERKINS, 

President 

LESTER  P.  GATES, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer 

CARL  F.  DAVIS,  Auditor 
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Report  of  the 

HIGHWAY  SUPERINTENDENT 


Total  Total  to  be  Net  Expense 


Account  Expended  Reimbursed 

To  Town 

Chap.  81  Maintenance  $ 

13,200 

32  $ 

12,100 

00  1 

6  1,100 

32 

Chap.  90  Maintenance 

4,799 

28 

3,199 

52 

1,599 

76 

Chap.  90  Construction 

14,014 

41 

10,511 

59 

3,502 

82 

Snow  Removal  &  Sanding 

8,759 

52 

8,759 

52 

Emergency  Flood  Relief 

951 

20 

951 

20 

Purchase  &  Maintenance 

5,517 

22 

5,517 

22’“ 

Totals  $  47,241  95  $  32,279  53  $  1 14,962  42 

’“Received  from  machinery  rentals. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  on  roads 
and  streets  of  the  Town  of  Oakham  during  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1956. 

Chapter  81  iMaintenance 


Work  done  under  Chapter  81  Maintenance  included 
scraping,  'patching,  graveling  and  maintaining  the  drainage 
on  the  town  roads.  Under  an  agreement  with  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co.,  brush  was  cleared  by 
the  telephone  company  along  all  sections  where  there  were 
utility  poles  with  the  understanding  that  the  town  would 
remove  the  brush  and  maintain  the  roadside  after  the  tele¬ 
phone  company  had  given  all  areas  an  initial  treatment 
of  weed  and  brush  eradicator. 

Because  of  the  poor  condition  of  several  of  the  hard 
surface  roads  as  a  result  of  the  heavy  rains  in  August  of 
1955,  a  total  of  30,100  feet  of  existing  hard  surface  roads 
were  re-oiled. 

Other  work  included  grading  and  preparing  about  1500 
feet  of  Gaffney  Road  for  surface  treatment,  improving  the 
drainage  on  Ware  'Corner  Road,  oil  treating  1600  feet  of 
Lupa  Road  and  graveling  Bullard  and  Edson  Roads. 


Cost  Breakdown 


Brush 

Drainage 

Grading 

Graveling 

Patching 


$  2,171  60 

1,158  60 
150  40 
1,094  20 
2,487  20 
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Scraping  440  40 

Surface  Treatment  5,697  92 


Total  $  13,200  32 

Chapter  90  Maintenance 

Maintenance  under  Chapter  90  consisted  entirely  of 
patching  and  surfacing  treating  the  following  roads: 

Old  Turnpike  Road  $1,447  50 

Spencer  Road  507  20 

North  Brookfield  Road  598  40 

Coldbrook  Road  1,974  50 

Rutland  Road  271  66 


Total  $  4,799  28 


Chapter  90  Construction 

Reconstruction  of  South  Road  was  continued  for  an  ad¬ 
ditional  1500  feet  and  final  grading  and  surface  treatment 
of  the  section  done  in  1955  was  completed. 

Equipment 

The  following  are  the  major  items  of  equipment  owned 
by  the  town  at  the  end  of  the  year: 

1 — 1953  Ford  F-^  Truck 
1 — 1956  Ford  F-6  Truck 
1 — ^Ferguson  Tractor 
1 — ^Tractor  Mower 
1 — ^Good  Roads  Automatic  Sander 
1 — Wagner  Loader 
1 —  Sander 
4 — 'Snow  Plows 
1 — Power  Grindstone 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RALPH  T.  YOUNG,  JR. 

Highway  Superintendent 
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Report  of  the 
CEMETERY  COMMITTEE 


Appropriation 

$ 

500 

00 

Transferred  from  Income  of  Trust 

Funds 

366 

67 

Total  Available 

$ 

866 

67 

Expended  for 

Labor 

$ 

737 

78 

Maintenance  of  Equipment 

4 

93 

Supplies 

86 

96 

Equipment  hire 

20 

00 

Expenses  and  Mileage 

17 

00 

Total  Expended 

866 

67 

Appropriated  from  Cemetery  Sale 

of 

Lots  Account 

$ 

127 

50 

Expended  for  providing  new  lots. 

Jamara  Bros. 

$ 

127 

50 

Total  Expended 

$ 

127 

50 

Unexpended  Balance 

0 

00 

Received  for  Annual  Care  of  Lots 

$ 

97 

00 

Perpetual  Care  Bequests 

$ 

300 

00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARTHUR  WEBB,  Secretary 
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Report  of  the 

OAKHAM  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


for  the  year  ending  December  3L  1956 


Appropriated 

Expenditures 

Unused  Balance 
Receipts 


Actual  Cost  to  Town 
Receipts: 

Chapter  70 
Transportation 
Superintendent 
Vocational  Aid 


$  38,713  22  $  38,713  22 
37,377  79 


1,335  43 
18,565  17 


19,900  60 


$  18,812  62 

$  5,484  73 

12,741  80 
•  179  04 
159  60 


$  18,565  17 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

V/illard  C.  Rutherford,  Chairman  Term  expires  1957 

Mrs.  Mary  H.  Parsons,  Secretary  Term  expires  1958 

Philip  Dwelly  Term  expires  1959 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

William  H.  Buker  Holden,  Mass. 

OFFICE  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  : 


Mrs.  Lois  P.  Drawbridge  —  -  Holden,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Addie  P.  Wentworth  Holden,  Mass 


•  TEACHERS 

Mrs.  Esther  G.  Hawkes 
Mrs.  Marjorie  C.  Hamilton 
Miss  Helena  K.  Rutherford 


Grades  VI,  VH,  VHI 
Grades  HI,  IV,  V 
Grades  I.  H,  HI 


SUPERVISORS 


Miss  Ruth  S.  Innes 
Miss  Constance  E.  Brown 
George  N.  Morris 
Rinehart  Handwriting  System 


MUSIC 

MUSIC 

ART 

PENMANSHIP 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH 

Charming  H.  Washburn,  M.D. 

Mrs.  Helen  P.  Olmstead,  M.P.H. 

Mrs.  Brenda  T.  Sullivan,  R.N. 

BUS  DRIVERS 

Leonard  A.  Hardy 


Paxton,  Mass. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Holden,  Mass. 


John  O’Donnell 


ATTENDANCE  OFFICER 


Donald  Agar 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR 


Winter  Term 
Spring  Term 
Summer  Term 
Fall  Term 


January  2  through  Fe<bruary  15,  1957 
February  25  through  April  12,  1957 
April  22  through  June  7,  1957 
September  4  through  December  20,  1957 

SCHOOL  HOLIDAYS 


May  30,  1957 
November  1,  1957 
November  11,  1957 
November  27,  28,  29,  1957 


Memorial  Day 
Teachers’  Convention 
Veterans’  Day 
Thanksgiving  Recess 


Enrollment,  December  3L  1956 


Center  School 

Grades  I  &  H 

24 

Grades  HI,  IV  &  V 

27 

Grades  VI, 

VH  &  VHI 

33 

Wachusett  Regional  High  School 

22 

North  Brookfield  High  School 

5 

Girls’  Trade  High 

1 

TOTAL 

112 

SCHOOL  CENSUS  — 

October 

1,  1956 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

5  to  7  years  of  age 

12 

11 

23 

7  to  16  years  of  age 

43 

43 

86 

55 

54 

109 

ELEMENTARY  GRADUATES 


Ronald  Edward  Chestna 
Gladys  Cawford 
John  Roger  Lonergan 
Lily  Cynthia  Nahkala 
Susan  Ruth  Parsons 


Beverly  Ann  Stone 
Rdbert  George  Stone 
Mary  Boyd  Troy 
William  Neal  Wareing 
Betty  Ann  Wilder 
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TUITION  STUDENTS 
Wachusett  Regional  High  School 


Gladys  Crawford 
Susan  Parsons 
Beverly  Stone 
Mary  Troy 
Betty  Wilder 

Lowell  Arms 
Albert  Fontaine 

Joan  Butler 
Barbara  Hutchins 


Grade  IX 


Grade  X 


Grade  XI 


Grade  XII 


Shirley  Crawford 
Vivian  Crawford 

NORTH  BROOKFIELD  HIGH 
Arthur  F.  Bealand 
Judith  M.  Foley 
Joan  A.  Nahkala 
Timothy  E.  Narrow 
Lily  C.  Nahkala 


Dorothy  Zysk 
Ronald  Chestna 
John  Lonergan 
Roibert  Stone 
Neal  Wareing 

Jordon  Dean 
Donald  Hardy 

Leslie  Downer 
Leslie  LaCount 

Nancy  Rutherford 
Paul  Dov/ner 
SCHOOL 

Grade  XII 
Grade  XI 
Grade  XI 
Grade  X 
Grade  IX 


GmLS  TRADE  HIGH  SCHOOL 


Effie  M.  Crawford 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Oakham  School  Committee 
Willard  C.  Rutherford,  Chairman 
Mary  H.  Parsons,  Secretary 
Philip  Dwelly 
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Report  of  the 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

To  the  School  Committee  and  Citizens  of  Oakham: 

This  annual  report  is  the  fifty-seventh  in  the  series,  and 
my  ninth. 

■  It  is  important  that  a  .report  of  major  activities  be  re¬ 
corded  for  the  citizens  of  today  as  "well  as  for  citizens  of 
tomorrow. 

Mrs.  Winifred  B.  Lane  who  had  taughtt  five  years  in 
the  Oakham  School  resigned  to  accept  a  position  in  the 
Chaffins  School  in  Holden.  Mrs.  Marjorie  C.  Hamilton  of 
Worcester  was  elected  to  replace  Mrs.  Lane. 

Owing  to  the  increased  enrollment  in  the  schools  of 
Union  No.  25,  it  has  been  necessary  to  increase  personnel 
in  the  health  department.  Mrs.  Helen  P.  Olmstead  was 
elected  and  joined  the  staff  August  1,  1956.  With  approxim¬ 
ately  2,300  pupils  to  examine  each  year  and  clinics  to  be 
held,  it  was  impossible  for  one  nurse  to  carry  out  this  work. 
An  area  in  the  cafeteria  has  been  curtained  off  to  provide 
space  for  the  nurses  and  doctor  to  carry  out  their  program. 
A  desk  and  roll-away  bed  have  been  purchased  for  this 
health  area. 

Miss  Ruth  S.  Innes,  music  supervisor,  returned  in 
September  after  a  year’s  leave  spent  in  Europe.  Miss  Con¬ 
stance  E.  Brown  was  elected  to  assist  with  the  music  pro¬ 
gram.  There  are  approximately  twenty-five  pupils  taking 
lessons  in  instrumental  music  from  Miss  Brown  each  week. 

The  School  Committee  purchased  new  desks  to  replace 
¥he  old  ones  in  Miss  Rutherford’s  room. 

Mental  matuHty  and  achievement  tests  have  been  giv¬ 
en.  The  scores  from  these  tests  show  that  the  pupils  in  Oak¬ 
ham  compare  favorably  with  those  in  neighboring  towns. 

Many  Oakham  students  who  are  attending  secondary 
schools  are  receiving  scholastic  honors.  This  speaks  well 
for  their  elementary  preparation. 

The  School  Lunch  Program  has  been  managed  again 
this  year  by  Mrs.  Shirley  Wareing.  The  pupils  get  nou¬ 
rishing,  well-balanced  meals,  prepared  in  accordance  with 
standards  set  up  by  the  State. 

The  pupils  have  continued  the  program  of  selling  Christ¬ 
mas  cards.  The  profit  from  this  project  is  used  to  buy 
films  for  the  school. 

There  is  also  commission  money  from  the  sale  of  pupils’ 
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pictures,  which  is  divided  among  the  teachers  to  be  used  at 
their  discretion  for  the  school  work. 

The  people  of  Oakham  are  to  be  commended  for  having 
a  vital  and  active  interest  in  their  school.  This  cooperation 
assists  greatly  in  more  efficient  operation  of  the  school  pro¬ 
gram.  ^ 

I  wish  to  express  appreciation  of  my  association  with 
the  school  committee,  town  officials,  pupils  and  parents  of 
Oakham. 


WILLIAM  H.  BUKER 

Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
FOBES  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 


Appropriation  $  800  00 

Received  from  refund  on  Dog  Taxes  245  29 

Transferred  from  Income  of  Trust  Funds  250  34 

Total  Available  *  $  1,295  63 

Total  Expended  1,295  63 


Mrs.  Percy  Wilbur  who  has  served  as  libarian  for  five 
years  resigned  and  we  wish  to  thank  her  for  the  stimulating 
effect  her  work  has  had  on  the  library.  She  gave  gene¬ 
rously  of  her  time  and  has  made  our  library  a  living  part 
of  the  town. 

We  were  fortunate  in  gettting  Mrs.  Nelson  Mayo  to 
serve  as  librarian.  .  Under  her  enthusiastic  leadership,  the 
library  will  continue  to  serve  the  community. 

Mr.  Raymond  H.  Field,  Trustee,  made  and  doinated  the 
handsome  reading  lamp  on  the  reading-room  table;  this 
lamp  was  especially  designed  to  harmonize  with  the  period 
of  the  library  and  the  oak  furniture  of  the  reading-room. , 

■  Since  the  library  is  only  opened  one  day  a  week,  the 
Trustees'  felt  the  expense  of  the  telephone  under  the  new 
system  would  not  be  warranted.  However,  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  gave  the  library 
the  telephone  fixture  and  donated  a  suitable  plaque  comme¬ 
morating  the  gift  of  service  the  library  enjoyed  under  the 
Conant-Parker  ownership.  We  wish  to  thank  the  Conants 
again  for  the  years  of  service  they  gave  the  library. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WINIFRED  B.  LANE,  Chairman 
■  RAYMOND  H.  FIELD 
MALCOLM  A.  FOSS,  Clerk 
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Report  of  the 
Librarian 


To  the  Trustees  of  Fdbes  Memorial  Library: 


Books  in  Circulation  During  1956 

Adult 

Fiction  869 

Non-Fiction  326 


Pre-School 
Youth  1st  Grade 
2571 
801 


1195  3372  1237 

3372 


Total  Children 
Total  Adult 


4609 

1195 


Grand  Total 

Books  Accessioned 

Purchased  49 

Gifts  109 


5804 

116 

55 


158  171 

158 


Total  329 

There  are  239  holders  of  library  cards. 

There  was  a  circulation  in  magazines  of  732.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  numerous  fine  magazines  previously  subscribed 
to  these  new  ones  have  been  added  to  the  reading  table: 
Humpty  Dumpty,  Children’s  Digest,  Seventeen  and  Sports 
Afield.  A  gift  subscripiton  to  Readers’  Digest  was  received 
from  Mr.  Albert  L.  Gifford  of  Irvington,  New  York,  a  rela¬ 
tive  of  the  Fobes  family. 

Twenty-three  State  Reading  Certificates  were  issued  to 
school  children  in  June.  This  Fall  87  books  were  borrowed 
from  Division  of  Library  Extension  in  Boston  for  a  six- 
month  period.  These  books  were  chosen  especially  for  the 
6-7-8  grades  to  give  them  new  and  fresh  material  for  their 
book  reports. 

A  total  of  97  books  were  loaned  to  the  library  with  a 
circulation  of  143. 

Gifts  of  books,  which  were  greatly  appreciated,  were 
received  from  the  following: 
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Children’s  Books  —  Ellen  Mary  Dermody,  Charles 
March,  Jay  Sampson,  Myra  Muir,  William  Brennan,  Roinald 
Casault,  Charlene  Thurlow,  Darlene  and  James  Lupa,  Wil¬ 
liam  Belmore,  Sandra  Szczuka,  Warren  Wilson,  Beverly 
Gallant,  David  Lonergan  and  Charles  H.  Childs  of  Connec¬ 
ticut. 

Adult  Books  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  Conant,  Mrs.  M.  Troy, 
American  Cancer  Society,  American  Legion  Post  378,  Wach- 
usett  High,  Class  of  ’56,  Filene  Foundation,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Neelley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  H.  Lane,  Mrs.  J. 
(Rockefeller)  Mauze,  Mrs.  Raymond  H.  Field,  Mrs.  Charles 
Thurlow,  Mrs.  Percy  Wilbur,  Mrs.  Merritt  A.  Peck,  Mr. 
Edward  J.  Young,  Miss  Dorothy  Day,  Christ  Church  of 
N.Y.,  Miss  Mabel  Conant  and  Mrs.  Roscoe  Crawford. 

At  the  end  of  my  first  six  months  as  librarian  I  would 
like  to  thank  the  Trustees  and  Mrs.  Percy  Wilbur  for  their 
patience  and  great  help  and  also  to  express  my  sincere  wish 
to  be  of  service  to  the  children  and  folks  of  this  town. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELEANOR  T.  MAYO,  Librarian 
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FINANCIAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OFFICIALS 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  OAKHAM 


FOR  THE  FINANCIAL  YEAR  ENDING 


DECEMBER  3L  1956 
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EXPENDITURES 
TABLE  OF  ACCOUNTS 


Unexpended 


Account  Available  Expended 

Balance 

General  Government 

Town  Officers’ 

Salaries  $ 

2,035  00  $ 

2,035 

00 

$ 

0 

00 

Town  Officers’ 

Supplies 

400  00 

305 

06 

94 

94 

Bonding  Town  Officers 

100  00 

98 

75 

1 

25 

Elections  and  Registrations  269  75 

269 

75 

0 

00 

Printing 

600  00 

521 

16 

78 

84 

Memorial  Hall  Maintenance  600  00 

542 

46 

57 

54 

Totals  $ 

4,004  75  $ 

3,772  18  $ 

232 

57 

Protection  to  Persons  and  Property 

Police  $ 

150  00  $• 

92 

00  $ 

58 

00 

Fire  Department 

1,587  26 

1,587 

26 

0 

00 

Sealer  of  Weights 

and  Measures 

10  00 

10 

00 

0 

00 

Moth  Suppression 

210  00 

168 

20 

41 

80 

Dutch  Elm  Disease  Control  210  00 

184 

10 

25 

90 

Tree  Warden 

50  00 

0 

00 

50 

00 

Inspection  of  Wires 

39  00 

39 

00 

0 

00 

Dog  Officer 

75  00 

75 

00 

0 

00 

Civilian  Defense 

275  00 

84 

32 

*190 

68 

Totals  $ 

2,606  26  $ 

2,239  88  $ 

366  38 

Health  and  Sanitation 

Board  of  Health  $ 

450  00  $ 

387  50  $ 

62 

50 

Inspection  of  Animals 

35  00 

35 

00 

0 

00 

Inspection  of  Slaughtering 

25  00 

25 

00 

0 

00 

Totals  $ 

510  00  $ 

447 

50 

$ 

62 

50 

Streets 

and  Highways 

Chap.  81  Maintenance  $ 

13,200  32  $ 

13,200 

32 

$ 

0 

00 

Chap.  90  Maintenance 

4,800  00 

4,799 

28 

0 

72 

Chap.  90  Construction 

Contract  15,864 

2,016  26 

2,014 

79 

1 

47 

Contract  16,521 

12,000  00 

11,999 

62 

0 

38 

Snow  Removal  and 
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Sanding 

Purchase 

10,500  00 

8,759  52 

^*1,740 

48 

and  Maintenance 

5,600  00 

5,517  42 

*=“'*82 

58 

Purchase  of  Snow  Plow 

500  00 

450  00 

50 

00 

Emergency  Flood  Relief 

951  20 

951  20 

0 

00 

Street  Lights 

396  00 

396  00 

0 

00 

Totals  $  49,963  78  $  48,088  15  $  1,875  63 


Welfare  and  Charities 

Piiblic  Assistance  $  14,898  63 


Old  Age  Assistance  $  8,850  05 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children  1,013  95 

Disability  Assistance  1,244  70 

General  Relief  1,386  49 

Administration  495  23 


Totals  $  14,898  63  $  12,990  42  $  1,908  21 

*  Carried  over  to  1957. 

**Returned  to  Overlay  Surplus. 

***Returined  to  Machinery  Fund. 

Schools  and  Education 


Schools 

$ 

38,713  22  $ 

37,377  79  $ 

1,335  43 

School  Lunch 

3,164  48 

3,164  48 

0  00 

Library 

1,295  63 

1,295  63 

0  00 

4-H  Clubs 

106  94 

106  94 

0  00 

Totals 

$ 

43,280  27  $ 

41,944  24  $ 

1,335  43 

Cemeteries 

Cemeteries 

$ 

866  67  $ 

866  67  $ 

0  00 

Improvements  to 

Center  Cemetery 

100  00 

100  00 

0  00 

New  Lots  Account 

127  50 

127  50 

0  00 

Totals 

$ 

1,094  17  $ 

1,094  17  $ 

0  00 

Retirement 

and  Social 

Security 

Employee’s  Compensation 

Insurance 

$ 

675  00  $ 

625  15  $ 

49  85 

Wore.  Co.  Ret.  Assessment  316  85 

316  85 

0  00 

Wore.  Co.  Ret.  Payments 

512  11 

512  11 

0  00 

Federal  Withholding  Taxes  2,761  96 

2,761  96 

0  00 

Totals 

$ 

4,265  92  $ 

4,216  07  $ 

49  85 
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Unclassified 


Memorial  Day 
Observances  $ 

125  59  $ 

125 

59 

$ 

0 

00 

Fire  Insurance 

600  00 

288 

01 

311 

99 

Care  of  Town  Common 

60  30 

60 

30 

0 

00 

Veterans’  Benefits 

150  00 

0 

00 

150 

00 

Afiscellaneous 

320  02 

320 

02 

0 

00 

Totals  $ 

1,255  91  $ 

793 

92 

$ 

461 

99 

Maturing  Debts  and  Interest 

Maturing  D^bts 


(Schools) 

$ 

2,000  00  $ 

2,000  00  $ 

0  00 

Interest  on  Debts 

568  56 

568  56 

0  00 

Totals 

$ 

2,568  56  $ 

2,568  56  $ 

0  00 

State  and  County  Assessments 

Worcester  County  Tax  $ 

2,008  35  $  * 

2,008  35  $ 

0  00 

Worcester  County 

Tubercular  Hospital 
State  Parks  and 

654  88 

654  88 

0  00 

Reservations 

119  18 

119  18 

0  00 

Totals 

$ 

2,782  41  $ 

2,782  41  $ 

0  00 

Tax  Refunds 

Excise  Taxes 

$ 

72  40  $ 

72  40  $ 

0  00 

Personal  Property  Taxes 

6  70 

6  70 

0  00 

Real  Estate 

1  68 

1  68 

0  00 

Totals 

$ 

80  78  $ 

80  78  $ 

0  00 

Tax  Title  Foreclosures  $ 

2  83  $ 

2  83  $ 

0  00 

Tax  Collector’s 

Account  Adjustment  $ 
Dog  Taxes  (Turned  over 

12  01  $ 

12  01  $ 

0  00 

to  County) 

294  60  $ 

294  60  $ 

0  00 

Trust  Funds 

Alden  Fund 

$ 

636  15  $ 

636  15  $ 

0  00 

Temporary  Loans 


Highway  Maint.  and 

Construction  Loan  $  12,000  00  $  12,000  00  $  0  00 
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Bequests 

Cemetery  Perpetual 

Care  Bequests  $  300  00  $  300  00  $  0  00 

Overpayments 

Refunded  $  686  00  $  686  18  $  0  00 

Totals  $  141,243  03  $  134,950  65  $  6,292  38 

Disposition  of  Unexpended  Balance 


Carried  over  to  1957  Civilian  Defense  $  190  68 

Returned  to  Overlay  Surplus  1,740  48 

Returned  to  Highway  Machinery  Fund  82  58 

Returned  to  Excess  and 

Deficiency  Account  4,278  64 


Total  $  6,292  38 


ITEMIZED  ACCOUNT  OF  EXPENDITURES 
GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 
Town  Officer's  Salaries 


Appropriation  $  2,035  00 

Paid  to  Amount 


Town  Clerk 

Dorothy  P.  Day 

Selectmen* 

Roger  H.  Lonergan, 

Chairman  and  Clerk  $ 

Walter  W.  Nelson 
John  P.  O’Donnell 

Assessors 

Chester  M.  Rood,  Chairman  $ 

Ludwick  Szczuka 
W.  Francis  Brennan 
Dorothy  P.  Day,  Clerk 

School  Committee 

Willard  C.  Rutherford,  Chairman  $ 
Mary  H.  Parsons,  Clerk 
Philip  E.  Dwelly 

Moderator 

Frederick  H.  Lane 

Tax  Collector 

Walter  G,  Chapman 


150  00 


150  00 
100  00 
100  00 


125  00 
100  00 
100  00 
75  00 


50  00 
50  00 
25  00 


20  00 


400  00 
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Treasurer 

Walter  G.  Chapman  400  00 

Auditor 

O.  Harold  Erickson  $  100  00 

Library  Trustees 

Winifred  B.  Lane,  Chairman  $  15  00 

Malcolm  A.  Foss,  Clerk  20  00 

Raymond  H.  Field  10  00 

Cemetery  Committee 

Arthur  Webb,  Chairman  $  25  00 

Nelson  E.  Mayo  10  00 

Frederick  G.  Stone  10  00 


Total  Expended  $  2,035  00 

Uxpended  balance  0  00 

"'Also  Board  of  Health  and  Board  of  Public  Welfare. 

Town  Officers'  Supplies 

Appropriation  $  400  00 

Expended  for: 

Supplies 

Hobbs  &  Warren  $  59  39 

Barre  Publishing  Co.  45  71 

Palley  Office  Supply  10  46 

North  Brookfield  News  3  34 

W.  Costello  5  00 

Hartford  stamp  Works  1  05  .  . 

Yawman  and  Erbe  5  20 

Narcus  Bros.  7  50 

Dorothy  P.  Day  4  51 


$  142  16 

Maintenance  of  Equipment 
Office  Equipment  Co.  15  00 


$  15  00 

Stamps,  stationery,  etc. 

Orton  O.  Butler  $  90  00 

Dorothy  P.  Day  11  23 

Walter  W.  Nelson  3  00 

Chester  M.  Rood  3  50 


$  107  73 

Miscellaneous 

Worcester  County  Trust  Co.  $  5  50 
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Worcester  County  Abstract  Co. 
Finan’s  Express 


32  17 
2  50 


$  40  17 

Total  Expended 

Unexpended  balance 

Bonding  Town  Officers 

Appropriation 
Expended  for: 

Bonding  Treasurer  and  Tax 
Collector  -  Robert  Dea  $  78  75 

Bonding  Town  Clerk  -  Healy  Bros.  5  00 

Bonding  Assistant  Treasurer 
Robert  Dea  10  00 

Bonding  Deputy  Tax  Collector 
Robert  Dea  5  00 


$  305  06 


$ 

$ 


98  75 


Expended  for: 
Registering  voters 
Dorothy  P.  Day 
Ballot  clerks 
Stephanie  Nelson 
Annie  Robinson 
Marguerite  Troy 
William  Zukus 
Mary  E.  'Spinney 


Police  Duty 
Leonard  A.  Hardy 
State  census 
Frances  Narrow 
Voting  booths 
Laural  Snay 


$ 

33 

50 

31 

00 

31 

00 

31 

00 

21 

00 

10 

00 

$ 

124 

00 

$ 

26 

50 

$ 

54 

00 

$ 

31 

75 

94  94 
100  00 


Total  Expended 

$ 

98  75 

Unexpended  Balance 

$ 

1  25 

Elections  and  Registrations 

Appropriation 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund 

$ 

200  00 
69  75 

Total  Available 

$ 

269  75 

Total  Expended 


269  75 
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Unexpended  'balance 

0  00 

Memorial  Hall  Maintenance 

Appropriation 

$ 

600  00 

Expended  for 

Electric  lights  and  power 

Worcester  County  Electric  Co.  $ 

409  68 

Leroy  Spinney,  repairs 

3  00 

$ 

412  68 

Janitor  service,  Winthrop  Boyd  $ 

120  00 

Tuning  piano  -  C.  A.  Honson 

5  00 

Supplies  -  Waite  Hardware  Co. 

4  78 

Total  Expended 

$ 

542  46 

Unexpended  balance 

$ 

57  54 

Printing 

Appropriation 

$ 

600  00 

Expended  for 

Annual  Report 

Barre  'Publishing  Co. 

$423  86 

Misc.  forms,  warrant  sheets,  etc. 

Barre  Publishing  Co. 

83  05 

Discussion  and  town  meeting  notices 

Rutland  Training  Center 

10  00 

Piiblic  Utilities  hearing  forms 

Gem  Mailing  Services 

4  25 

Total  Expended 

521  16 

Unexpended  Balance 

$ 

78  84 

PROTECTION  TO  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

Police 

Appropriation  $  150  00 

Expended  for 


Salaries  and  Expenses 
Walter  W.  Nelson 

$ 

66  00 

Frederick  G.  Stone 

9  00 

Harold  E.  Black,  Jr. 

4  00 

Walter  E.  Cole 

9  00 

Leonard  A.  Hardy 

4  00 

$ 

02  00 
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Total  Expended  $  92  00 

Unexpended  balance  $  58  00 

Fire  Department 

Appropriation  $  1,500  00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  87  26 


Available  $  1,587  26 

Expended  for 

Wages  for  fighting  fires,  etc.  $  129  75 

Purchase  of  Equipment 

David  Deane  $  424  56 

R  .T.  Quigley  31  70 

Industrial  Supply  Co.  5  40 


$  461  66 

Maintenance  of  Equipment 
Hardy’s  Garage  $  26  50 

Lane’s  Garage  86  25 

National  Glass  Co.  14  00 

Bowker  Hamblin  Co.  8  19 


$  134  94 

Gasoline,  oil,  fuel,  etc. 

E.  P.  Wine  $  295  50 

David  Labonte  46  02 

Sherman  Oil  Co.  38  90 

Cities  Service  Oil  Co.  25  59 


$  406  01 

Telephone 

Conant  and  Parker,  Oakham 

&  Coldbrook  Springs  Tel.  Co.  $  11  45 

New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.  55  56 


$  67  01 

Insurance 

Frank  Smith  &  Son  $  377  70 

Miscellaneous 

Hoibbs  &  Warren  $  1  98 

New  England  Fire  Chiefs  Assn.  .  3  00 
Orton  O.  Butler  1  14 

Leonard  A.  Hardy  2  50 
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Ralph  Downer 


1  57 


$ 


10  19 


Total  Expended 

Unexpended  Balance  -  Refund 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

Appropriation  $ 


$  1,587  26 


$ 


1  95 


$ 


10  00 


Expended  for 

Inspecting  scales  and  punips 
Frederick  G.  Stone 
Total  Expended 

Unexpended  Balance 

Moth  Suppression 

Appropriation 
Expended  for 

Spraying  elm  trees  along  town  ro*ads 
Brewmr  Tree  Experts  $  139  50 

Edward  H.  Kennan  28  70 


10  00 
plus  fees 


$ 


$ 


Total  Expended 


$  168  20 


Unexpended  Balance  $ 

Dutch  Elm  Disease  Control 


Appropriation 
Expended  for 

Cutting  down  and  destroying  infected  trees 
Percy  Wilbur  $  33  60 

Edward  H.  Kennan  33  60 

Roscoe  Crawford  116  90 


Total  Expended 
Unexpended  Balance 


Appropriation 
Total  Expended 

Unexpended  Balance 


$  184  10 


Tree  Warden 


$ 


$ 


$ 


10  00 


0  00 


$  210  00 


168  20 


41  80 


S  210  00 


184  10 


25  90 


50  00 
0  00 


50  00 
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Inspection  of  Wires 


Appropriation 

$ 

25 

00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund 

14 

00 

Available 

Expended  for  Inspection 

$ 

39 

00 

Ralph  Downer 

39 

00 

Total  Expended 

$ 

39 

00 

Unexpended  Balance 

$ 

0 

00 

Dog  Officer 

Appropriation 

Expended  for 

$ 

75 

00 

Disposing  of  stray  dogs 

Waclaw  Smichinski  $ 

Dog  officer’s  wages  and  expenses 

13  00 

Waclaw  Smichinski 

62  00 

$75  00 

Total  Expended 

$ 

75 

00 

Unexpended  Balance 

$ 

0 

00 

Civilian  Defense 

Appropriation 

$ 

0 

00 

Carried  over  from  1955 

275 

00 

Available 

Expended  for 

$ 

275 

00 

Materials  for  installation  of  siren 

Leroy  Spinney  $ 

For  construction  of  control  box 

72  32 

for  siren  -  Chester  M.  Rood 

12  00 

Total  Expended 

$ 

84  32 

Unexpended  Balance 

$ 

*190 

68 

*Carried  over  to  1957 

HEALTH  and  SANITATION 

Board  of  Health 

Appropriation 

$ 

50 

00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund 
Transferred  from  Excess  and 

200 

00 

Deficiency  Account 

200 

00 

Available 


$  450  00 
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Expended  for 
Polio  inoculation  program 

Channing  W.  Washburn,  M.D.  $  42  50 

Hospital  care 

Worcester  County  Sanatorium  264  00 


City  of  Worcester 

81  00 

$ 

387  50 

Total  Expended 

$ 

387  50 

Unexpended  Balance 

$ 

62  50 

Inspection  of  Animals 

Appropriation 

$ 

35  00 

Expended  for 

Wages  and  expenses 

W.  Francis  Brennan 

$ 

35  00 

Total  Expended 

$ 

35  00 

Unexpended  Balance 

$ 

0  00 

Inspection  of  Slaughtering 

Appropriation 

$ 

25  00 

Expended  for 

Wages  and  expenses 

W.  Francis  Brennan 

$ 

25  00 

Unexpended  Balance 

$ 

0  00 

WELFARE  and  CHARITIES 

Public  Welfare 

Total  Appropriation  for  Public  Assistance 

and  Administration 

$ 

9,250  00 

Expended  for  : 

Federal 

Town 

Account 

Funds 

Funds 

Total 

Old  Age  Assistance  $ 

4,091  35  $ 

4,758  70  $ 

8,850  05 

Aid  to  Dep.  Children 

436  45 

577  50 

1,013  95 

Disability  Assistance 

875  60 

369  10 

1,244  70 

General  Relief 

1,386  49 

1,386  49 

Administration 

245  23 

250  00 

495  23 

Totals  $ 

5,648  63  $ 

7,341  79  $ 

12,990  42 

Total  Town  Funds  Expended 

$ 

7,341  79 

Unexpended  Balance 

1,908  21 
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Account 
Old  Age  Assist. 
Aid  Dep.  Child. 
Disability  Assist. 


Federal  Account 

Balance  Federal  Fed.  Funds  Balance 
1-1-56  Grants  Expended  12-31-56 

$1,782  78  $3,963  51  $4,091  35  $1,654  94 

195  16  465  23  436  45  223  94 

758  33  764  40  875  60  647  13 


$2,736  27  $5,193  14  $5,403  40  $2,526  01 


Old  Age  Assistance 

Receipts 

Federal  Grants 

State  Reimbursements 

State  O.A.A.  Meal  Tax 

Receipts  from  other  cities  and  towns 

$ 

3,963  51 
3,733  74 
242  14 
351  91 

Total  Receipts 

$ 

8,291  30 

Expenses 

Paid  from  Town  Account 

Paid  from  Federal  Account 

$ 

4,758  70 
4,091  35 

Total  Expenses 

Gross  Expenses  Receipts 

$8,850  05  $8,291  30 

$  8,850  05 

Net  Expense 
to  Town 
$558  75 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

Receipts 

Federal  Grants 

State  Reimbursements 

$ 

465  23 
292  03 

Total  Receipts 

$ 

757  26 

Expenses 

Paid  from  Town  Account 

Paid  from  Federal  Account 

$ 

577  50 
436  45 

Total  Expenses 

$ 

1,013  95 

Gross  Expense  Receipts  Net  Expense  to  Town 

$1,013  95  $757  26  $256  69 


Federal  Grants 


Disability  Assistance 
Receipts 


$  764  40 
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State  Reimbursements 

281  50 

Total  Receipts 

$ 

1,045  90 

Expense 

Paid  from  Town  Account 

Paid  from  Federal  Account 

$ 

369  10 
875  60 

Total  Expenses 

Gross  Expenses  Receipts 

$1,244  70  $1,045  90 

$  1,244  70 

Net  Expense  to  Town 
$198  80 

General  Relief 

Receipts 

State  Reimbursements  from 

Unsettled  Cases 

$ 

824  77 

Total  Receipts 

$ 

824  77 

Expenses 

Direct  Aid  to  Recipients 

To  other  Cities  and  Towns 

Charlton  Home  Farm 

♦ 

$ 

245  42 
823  07 
318  00 

Total  Expenses 

$ 

1,386  49 

Gross  Expenses  Receipts  Net  Expense  to  Town 

$1,386  49  $824  77  $561  72 

QUABOAG  WELFARE  DISTRICT 

Administration 


Receipts 


Federal  Reimbursements 

$ 

4,660  46 

state  Reimbursements 

3,315  72 

Advanced  by  Towns 

7,218  11* 

Total  Receipts  Available 

$ 

15,194  29  $  15,194  29 

Expenses 

Salaries 

$ 

10,930  00 

Travel 

440  69 

Postage 

254  82 

Supplies 

227  87 

Telephoine 

331  95 

Rent 

600  00 

Purchase  of  Equipment 

8  70 

Repairs  of  Equipment 

31  25 
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Assessment  592  46 

Other  30  50 


Total  Expenses 

$ 

13,448  24  $ 

13,448  24 

Balance  on  hand  12-31-56 

$ 

1,746  05 

^Amounts  advanced  hy  Towns 

North  Brookfield 

$ 

3,793  95 

Hardwick 

1,919  95 

East  Brookfield 

999  30 

Oakham 

504  91 

Total  $  7,218  11 

Amount  advanced  hy  Oakham  obtained  as  follows: 
Carried  over  from  1955  $  9  68 

Town  Funds  250  00 

Federal  Funds  245  23 


Total 


$  504  91 


1956  HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 
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Wiley,  James  D.,  grader  20  00  60  00  80  00 

Wiley,  James  D.,  roller  60  00  60  00 

Young,  R.  T.,  Jr.,  truck  156  00  156  00 

Young,  R.  T.  Jr.,  Shovel  420  00  2,110  50  2,530  50 
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Total  for  Materials  $  5,389  02  $  3,510  38  $  2,498  51  $  983  82  $  12,381  73 


SUMMARY 

Total  Labor  $  3,997  00  $  428  75  $  1,779  40  $  3,087  00  $  9,292  15 

Total  Town  owned  equipment  1,976  80  285  40  1,031  10  1,044  20  4,337  50 

Total  Hired  Equipment  1,837  50  574  75  8,705  40  3,644  50  14,762  15 
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Purchase  and  Maintenance 


Loux,  A.  J. 

$  121 

41 

Worcester  Electric  Co. 

16 

10 

Barre  Publishing 

4 

50 

Gulf  Oil  Corporatiotn 

627 

02 

McGann  Ford  Sales,  Inc. 

77 

44 

Files  Equip.  Co. 

153 

58 

Valley  Motors  ($2269  for  truck) 

2,436 

59 

Bleiler  Equipment  Co. 

5 

68 

Gordon  C.  Young 

104 

00 

Farnk  A.  Smith  Insurance  Co. 

227 

43 

Aubuchon  Co. 

4 

08 

Furnace  Grain  &  Coal  Co. 

50 

10 

Goldstein  &  Gurwitz 

97 

16 

Kelly  Square  Tire  Co. 

505 

16 

Smith  Equipment  Co. 

95 

26 

Labonte,  David 

4 

85 

Lane’s  Garage 

10 

30 

Rolla  Motor  Parts  Co. 

104 

49 

Fay’s  Esso  Station 

11 

30 

Varney’s  Garage 

152 

98 

Butler’s  Store 

26 

Klimavitch,  Joseph 

20 

00 

Union  Steel  Co. 

445 

28 

Hardwick  Farmers’  Cooperative  Exchange  10 

55 

Jenkins  &  Robinson 

11 

20 

Benoit’s  Garage 

1 

25 

Quigley,  R.  T. 

6 

30 

Whitman’s  Service  Statioin 

8 

91 

Bentley,  William  R.,  Inc. 

189 

05 

Jordan’s  Auto  Body  Shop 

12 

00 

Western  Auto  Stores 

3 

29 

—  $ 

5,517  42 

Labor  Report 

Young,  Ralph  T.  Jr. 

$ 

1,503  25 

Wilbur,  Percy 

2,732  45 

Kennan,  Edward  H. 

2,863  70 

Dwelly,  Wesley 

1,379  00 

Parsons,  James 

249  50 

Stone,  Frederick 

205  80 

Bullard,  Ralph 

83  80 

Hardy,  Leonard  A. 

16  80 

Wiley,  James  D. 

44  00 

Creamer,  Richard 

47  25 

Spinney,  Leroy  C. 

166  60 

Total 

$ 

9,292  15 
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Machinery  Fund 

On  hand  January  1,  1956 
Refund 

Received  for  Machinery  Rentals 
Trucks  and  Sander  $ 

Tractor  Loader 


Total  $ 

Transferred  to  Machinery  Account 
March  5,  1956  $ 

April  26,  1956 
Nov.  8,  1956 


1  00 

3,147  50 
1,190  00 


4,337  50 

3,300  00 
800  00 
1,500  00 


$ 


3,324  62 


$  5,600  00 

Balance  Decemher  31,  1956  $ 

Returned  from  Machinery  Account 
Available  Januar^^  1,  1957 


2,063  12 
82  78 
2,145  90 


Emergency  Flood  Relief 

Total  expenditures  up  to  $10,000  approved  by 
Director  of  Accounts  in  1955 
Total  expended  previous  to  January  1,  1956 
Balance  carried  over  for  use  in  1956 
Expended  in  1956 
Labor 


R.  T.  Young,  Jr.,  Supt. 
P.  Wilbur,  Driver 
E.  H.  Kennan,  Laborer 
W.  Dwelly,  laborer 


$ 


$ 


00 

40 


112 
274 
274  40 
274  40 


6,878  92 
3,121  08 


Total  Labor  $  935  20 

Equipment 

George  Briggs,  concrete  mixer  16  00 

Total  Expended  $ 

Total  expended  for  all  Emergency  Flood 

Repairs  $ 

Amount  reimbursed  by  U.  S.  Army  Corps 
Amount  to  be  reimbursed  by  Flood  Relief  Board 
(Has  been  received  since  12-31-56) 

Total  amount  reimbursed 

Net  Expense  to  Town  $ 


949  20 

7,830  12 
3,320  95 

4,299  17 
7620  12 
210  00 
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SCHOOLS  AND  EDUCATION 


Schools 

Year  Ending  December  3L  1956 


Appropriated 

Expenditures 


$  38,713  22  $  38,713  22 
37,377  79 


Unused  Balance 
Receipts 


1,335  43 
18,565  17 


$  19,900  60  $  19,900  60 


Actual  Cost  to  Town 


Chapter  70 
Transportation 
Superintendent 
Vocational  Aid 


$  18,812  62 


Receipts 


$  5,484  73 

12,741  80 
179  04 
159  60 

$  18,565  17 


Expenditures 

GENERAL  CONTROL 
Superintendent  Salary  &  Travel  $  311  71 

Office  Salaries  232  20 

Office  Expense  109  59 


EXPENSE  OF  INSTRUCTION 
Teachers’  Salaries 
Supervisor’s  Salaries 
Substitute’s  Salaries 
Textbooks 
Supplies 


$  9,153 

96 

596 

69 

313 

30 

247 

29 

413 

41 

$  653  50 


$  10,724  65 


OPERATION  OF  SCHOOL  PLANT 

Winthrop  Boyd,  Salary  $  570  00 

'  •  Custodian’s  Supplies  70  92 

Fuel  905  69 


$  1,546  61 


MAINTENANCE  OF  SCHOOL 

Repairs  and  Replacements 
R.  T.  Curtis 
Ralph  I.  Daniels 


$ 


38  25 
135  60 
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Ralph  I.  Daniels 

135 

32 

Wm.  F.  Fullam  &  Co. 

13 

24 

Garfield  Wright 

203 

46 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co. 

(swing  hangers) 

15 

91 

Commonwealth  of  Mass.  -  flag 

5 

67 

R.  Quigley 

7 

20 

Leroy  Spinney 

10 

64 

Walter  Zelnia 

5 

00 

AUXILIARY  AGENCIES 
Health 


Mrs.  Olmstead 

$ 

84  10 

Mrs.  Sullivan 

137  51 

Dr.  Washburn 

87  50 

Supplies  -  Curtains 

94  20 

Bed 

27  50 

Desk 

125  00 

Office 

3  86 

Tuition 

Wachusett  Regional  High  School  7,154  07 


North  Brookfield  -  1,489  50 

Worcester  230  91 


Transportation  _ 

Leonard  A.  Hardy  6,840  00 

John  O’Donnell  1,710  00 

High  School  5,004  20 


Miscellaneous  21  73 


$  570  29 


$  559  67 


$  8,874  48 


$  13,554  20 
21  73 


OUTLAY  -  -ih  - 

New  Equipment 

Superintendent’s  Office  143  16 

New  Desks  and  Chairs  729  50 

- ^ -  $  872  66 

TOTAL  “  $  37,377  79 


Library 

Appropriation 

Plus  Refund  from  Dog  Taxes 
Transferred  from  Income  of  Trust  Funds 


$  800  00 
245  29 
250  34 


Total  Available  $  1,295  63 

Expended  for: 

Heat,  lights,  etc., 

Worcester  County  Electric  Co.  $  33  70 


72  ANNUAL  REPORT 


E.  P.  Wine  Co. 

346  96 

W.  R.  Bentley 

9  05 

-  $ 

389  71 

Wages  and  Salaries 

Lila  Wilbur,  Librarian 

$ 

no  00 

Eleanor  Mayo,  Librarian 

185  00 

Winthrop  Boyd 

100  00 

$ 

395  00 

Books  and  Magazines 

Irving  F.  Ephraim 

$ 

73  05 

Doubleday  and  Co.,  Inc. 

45  98 

Book  of  the  Month  Club 

31  84 

Demco  Library  Supplies 

18  60 

McGraw  Hill  Publishing  Co. 

8  80 

Gaylord  Bros.,  Inc. 

18  25 

Herman  Goldberger  Agency,  Inc. 

10  85 

Campbell  Hall  Inc. 

60  93 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co. 

14  40 

Narcus  Bros. 

18  00 

Follett  Library  Book  Co. 

37  85 

Others 

43  50 

$ 

382  05 

Miscellaneous  Supplies 

Insurance  -  Frank  A.  Smith  &  Son 

$ 

97  95 

Total  Expended 

$ 

1,295  63 

Unexpended  Balance 

0  00 

4-H  Clubs 

Appropriation 

$ 

100  00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund 

6  94 

Available 

$ 

106  94 

Expended  for 

4-H  Camp  Expenses 

Leon  0.  Marshall 

$ 

25  00 

Miscellaneous  Supplies 

North  Brookfield  News 

2  10 

Robert  Quigley 

11  05 

Holden  Hardware 

3  28 

Elwood  Adams 

8  02 

William  Fullam 

17  60 

Dunhill  Enterprises 

11  20 
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C.  C.  Lowell  Co. 

11  31 

Butler’s  Store 

17  38 

Total  Expended 

$ 

106  94 

Unexpended  Balance 

0  00 

Cemeteries 

Appropriation 

$ 

500  00 

plus  Interest  on  Trust  Funds 

Expended  for: 

Labor 

Leonard  A.  Hardy 

$ 

685  80 

Timothy  Narrow 

38  40 

Paul  Downer 

13  50 

- $ 

737  78 

Maintenance  of  Equipment 

Savage  Arms  Corp. 

4  93 

Miscellaneous  Supplies,  etc. 

Furnace  Grain  Co. 

$ 

24  85 

R.  T.  Quigley 

15  40 

David  Lahonte 

8  70 

William  Fullam 

32  01 

D.  Day 

4  00 

Finan’s  Express 

2  00 

$ 

86  96 

Excavation 

Jamara  Bros. 

$ 

20  00 

Expenses  and  mileage 

Arthur  Webb 

17  00 

Total  Expended 

$ 

866  67 

Unexpended  Balance 

0  00 

Improvements  to 

Center 

Cemetery 

Appropriation 

$ 

100  00 

Expended  for: 

Loam  -  Jamara  Bros. 

$ 

100  00 

Total  Expended 

100  00 

Unexpended  Balance  $  0  00 


New  Lots 

Appropriated  from  Sale  of  Lots  Accounts  $  127  50 

Expended  for  providing  new  lots 
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Jamara  Bros. 
Total  Expended 


$  127  50 


127  50 


Unexpended  Balance  $  0  00 

RETIREMENT  and  SOCIAL  SECURITY 
Worcester  County  Retirement  Assessment 


Appropriation  $ 

Amount  assessed  the  Town  of  Oakham  by  the 
Worcester  County  Commissioners  and  paid  to 
the  Worcester  County  Treasurer  $  316  85 

Total  Expended 

Unexpended  Balance  $ 

Worcester  County  Retirement  Payments 

Am.ount  withheld  from  wages  of  town  em¬ 
ployees  and  turned  over  to  the  Worcester 
County  Treasurer  $  506  80 

Refunds  returned  to  employees  5  31 


316  85 

316  85 
0  00 


Total 


$  512  11 


Federal  Withholding  Tax 


Amount  withheld  from  wages  of  town  em¬ 
ployees  and  turned  over  to  the  Federal  Re¬ 
serve  Bank  $  2,761  96 

Total  $  2,761  96 


UNCLASSIFIED 
Memorial  Day  Observances 


Appropriation 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund 


$  12500 

0  59 


Total  Available 
Expended  for: 

'  Refreshments 

Shirley  T.  Wareing  $ 

Doris  Erickson 
Butler’s  Store 

Worcester  Baking  Company 


$  125  59 


6  00 
7  00 
27  04 
4  80 


Flags 

Eagle  Flag  and  Toy  Co. 


$  44  84 

$  '  20  75 
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Painting  flag  pole 

General  Paint  and  Roofing  Co.  60  00 


Total  Expended 

$ 

125  59 

Unexpended  Balance 

$ 

0  00 

Fire  Insurance 

Appropriation 

$ 

600  00 

Expended  for: 

Insurance  on  Town  Hall 

1.  E.  Irish 

$ 

98  92 

Frank  A.  Smith  and  Son 

176  72 

Smiley  Kingsbury 

12  37 

Total  Expended 

$ 

288  01 

Unexpended  Balance 

$ 

311  99 

Care  of  Town  Common 

Appropriation 

$ 

60  00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund 

0  30 

Available 

$ 

60  30 

Expended  for: 

Cutting  lawns,  Troop  144,  Boys  Scouts 

of  America 

$ 

40  00 

Supplies  -  Waite  Hardware  Co., 

waste  can 

$ 

20  30 

Total  Expanded 

$ 

60  30 

Unexpended  Balance 

$ 

0  00 

Veteran's  Benefits 

Appropriation 

$ 

150  00 

Expended 

0  00 

Unexpended  Balance 

$ 

150  00 

Miscellaneous 

Appropriation 

$ 

200  00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund 

120  02 

Available 

$ 

320  02 

Expended  for: 

Dues 

Selectmen 

$ 

18  00 

Treasurer 

4  00 

76 
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9  00 
11  50 


$ 

42  50 

Advertising 

Worcester  Telegram  &  Gazette  $ 

52  20 

Ethel  Morse 

5  40 

$ 

57  60 

Telephone 

Conant  and  Parker  Tel.  Co. 

$ 

27  30 

New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co. 

67  10 

$ 

94  40 

Installing  Red  Network 

New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co. 

$ 

68  52 

Town  Co”^'=el 

Ralph  W.  Igoe,  Atty. 

$ 

50  00 

Miscellaneous 

Barre  Publishing  Co. 

$ 

3  00 

Rutland  Training  Center 

2  00 

Director  of  Accounts 

2  00 

$  7  00 


Total  Expended 


Unexpended  Balance 


$ 

$ 


320  02 
0  00 


MATURING  DEBTS  AND  INTEREST 


Maturing  Debt  (School) 

Appropriation  $  2,000  00 

Expended  for: 

Payments  to  Worcester  County 
Trust  Company  $  2,000  00 

Total  Expended  $  2,000  00 


Unexpended  Balance  $  0  00 


Interest  on  Maturing  Debt  and  Temporary  Loans 

Appropriation  $  450  00 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  118  56 

Available  $  568  56 

Expended  for: 

Interest  on  Maturing  Debt 
Wore.  County  Trust  Co.  $ 


350  00 
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Interest  on  Temporary  Loans 
Wore,  County  Trust  Co.  218  56 


Total  Expended  $ 


Unexpended  Balance  $ 

Employee's  Compensation  Insurance 

Appropriation  $ 

Expended  for  insurance 
Frank  A.  Smith  &  Sans  $  625  15 

Total  Expended  $ 


Unexpended  Balance  $ 


STATE  and  COUNTY  ASSESSMENTS 


Worcester  County  Tax 

Amount  assessed  the  Town  of  Oakham  by  the 
Worcester  County  Commissioners  $ 

Paid  to  the  Worcester  County  Treasurer 
from  Excess  Revenue  $  2,008  35 

Total  Expended  $ 

Worcester  County  Tubercular  Hospital 

Amount  assessed  the  Town  of  Oakham  by  the 
Worcester  County  Commissioners  for  care  of 
-  patients  and  Maintenance  of  the  Worcester 
County  Tubercular  Hospital 
Paid  to  the  Worcester  County  Treasurer 
from  Excess  Revenue  $  654  88 

Total  Expended 


$ 


$ 


State  Parks  and  Reservations 

Amount  assessed  the  Town  of  Oakham  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Natural  Resources  for  the 
maintenance  of  State  Parks  and 
Reservations 

Paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth 
from  Excess  Revenue  $  119  18 

Total  Expended 


$ 


$ 


TAX  REFUNDS 


Excise  Tax  Refunds 

Total  amount  of  abatements  paid  to  motor 
vehicle  owners  from  excise  tax  receipts  $ 

Personal  Property  Tax  Refunds 

Abated  from  1956  tax  levy  $  6  70 


568  56 
0  00 

675  00 

625  15 
49  85 

2,008  35 
2,008  35 

654  88 

654  88 

119  18 

119  18 
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Total  Abated  $ 

Real  Estate  Tax  Refunds 

Abated  from  1956  tax  levy  $  1  68 

Total  Abated  $ 

Tax  Title  Foreclosures 

Expended  for  registering  letters 
Walter  G.  Chapman  $  2  83 

Total  Expended 

Tax  Collector's  Account 

Adjustment  from  Treasurer’s  Account  to 

Tax  Collector’s  Account  $ 

Dog  Tax 

Total  amount  of  dog  taxes  collected  less 
fees  retained  by  Town  Clerk  $  294  60 

Total  amount  turned  over  to 

Worcester  County  Treasurer  $ 

TRUST  FUNDS 

Alden  Fund 


6  70 

1  68 

2  83 

12  01 

294  60 


Total  amount  withdrawn  from  income  of  Alden 
Fund  and  paid  for  baskets,  flowers,  medical 
supplies,  etc.  $  636  15 

Cemeteries 

Perpetual  Care  Bequests  deposited  in  North 
Brookfield  Savings  Bank  300  00 

Temporary  Loans 

Highway  Maintenance  and  Construction  Loan 

Total  amount  repaid  to  North  Brookfield 
Branch  of  the  Worcester  County  Trust  Co.  $  12,000  00 

Reserve  Fund 

Amount  appropriated  from  Overlay  Surplus  $  1,000  00 

Transferred  to: 


Elections  and  Registrations 

$  69  75 

Fire  Department 

87  26 

Inspection  of  Wires 

14  00 

Board  of  Health 

200  00 

Interest  on  Maturing  and 

Temporary  Debts 

118  56 

Miscellaneous 

120  02 

Memorial  Day  Observances 

0  59 
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Care  of  Town  Common  0  30 

Chapter  81  Maintenance  0  32 

4-H  Club  6  94 


$  617  74 

Total  transferred  from  Reserve  Fund  /.  $ 


Balance  returned  to  Overlay  Surplus  $ 
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TOWN  WARRANT 

THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
Worcester,  ss. 

To  either  of  the  constables  of  the  Town  of  Oakham,  in 
the  County  of  Worcester. 


GREETINGS: 


In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
you  are  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Oakham,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections,  and  in  town 
affairs  to  meet  in  the  town  hall,  known  as  Memorial  Hall  on 
Monday,  the  fourth  day  of  March  next  at  12  M.  at  which 
time  the  polls  will  be  opened  and  will  be  closed  at  8  P.M. 

Business  meeting  will  open  at  8  P.M.,  then  and  there  to 
act  on  the  following  articles. 

Article  1.  To  hear  the  annual  report  of  the  several  town 
officers  and  to  act  thereon. 

Article  2.  To  choose  one  Selectman,  one  Assessor,  one 
member  of  the  School  Committee,  one  Library  Trustee, 
one  member  of  the  Cemetery  Committee,  all  for  three  year 
terms;  a  Co'llector  of  Taxes,  Treasurer,  Auditor,  Tree  War¬ 
den,  six  Constables,  three  Fence  Viewers  and  a  Moderator, 
for  one  year  terms,  all  on  one  ballot. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  the  necessary  town  officers  and 
committees  for  the  ensuing  year  not  required  to  be  elected 
by  ballot. 

Article  4.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  fix  the  salaries 
and  compensation  of  all  elective  officers  of  the  town  as  pro¬ 
vided  by  Section  108  of  Chapter  41  of  the  General  Laws  as 
amended:  1  Town  Clerk,  3  Selectmen,  3  Assessors,  3  School 
Committee  members,  3  Library  Trustees,  3  Cemetery  Com¬ 
mittee  members,  1  Moderator,  1  Tax  Collector,  1  Treasurer, 
1  Auditor  and  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money 
therefor. 

Article  5.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  allow 
for  men  and  equipment  used  in  repairing  highways  and 
opening  roads  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
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a  sum  of  money  to  Lond  their  Treasurer,  Collector,  Town 
Clerk  and  their  assistants. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  or  transfer  from  availahle  funds  such  sums  of 
money  as  are  necessary  to  pay  charges,  expenses  and  outlays 
of  the  several  town  departments  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  treas¬ 
urer,  with  the  approval  of  the  selectmen,  to  borrow  during 
the  current  fiscal  year,  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  said 
year,  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  expenses  of  the  town,  giving  the  note  or  notes  of  the 
town  therefor,  these  notes  to  be  paid  from  revenues  of  said 
financial  year. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treas¬ 
ury  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81  Highway  Maintenance, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treas¬ 
ury  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90  Highway  Maintenance, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available  funds  in  the  treas¬ 
ury  a  sum  of  money  for  the  improvement  of  South  and 
Spencer  Roads  under  Chapter  90  Highway  Construction,  or 
take  aoiy  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $600  or  any  other  amount  for  use  to 
make  certain  improvements  to  Stone  Road  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $50.00  or  any  other  amount  for  the 
Oakham  Civiliaji  Defense  Organization  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  used  to  pay  the  notes  of 
the  Town  coming  due  during  the  fiscal  year,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $450lO  or  any  other  amount  to  be  used 
to  pay  the  accrued  interest  due  during  the  fiscal  year  on  its 
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outstanding  Funded  and  Fixed  debt,  and  on  any  temporary 
loans  which  may  be  necessary  during  the  year,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap¬ 
propriate  the  sum  of  $500.00  or  any  other  amount  for  use  to 
make  repairs  and  improvements  to  Henry  Wright  Ball  Park, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $600.00  or  any  other  amount  for  use 
to  paint  the  Town  Clock  and  the  clock  deck,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $1000  or  any  other  amount  from  the  Overlay  Sur¬ 
plus  for  the  purposes  of  a  Reserve  Fund  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
from  available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $7,684.77 
or  any  other  sum  less  than  this  amount  for  the  permanent 
repair  of  Barre  Road  from  Maple  Street  to  Adams  Road  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer 
the  sum  of  $2000  or  any  other  amount  from  the  Highway 
Machinery  Fund  to  the  Highway  Machinery  Account,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 
and  direct  the  Assessors  to  take  the  sum  of  $8000  or  any 
other  amount  from  available  funds  for  the  purpose  of  reduc¬ 
ing  the  tax  levy  for  the  current  year,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  any 
trust  funds  that  may  be  left  for  the  care  of  the  cemeteries 
or  any  other  purposes.  , 

Article  23.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  investigate  the  possibilities  of  adopting  zoning 
regulations  and  to  act  thereon. 

Article  24.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  give  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  authority  to  appoint  one  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  Chief  of  Police,  and  to  set  the  rate  of  pay  for  said  work 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $50.00  from  the  Cemetery  Sale  of  Lots  Account 
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for  use  by  the  Cemetery  Committee  for  providing  new  lots, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  in  at  least  three  public  places  in  said  town, 
seven  days  at  least  before  time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant, 
with  your  doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time 
and  place  of  holding  meeting  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hand  this  first  day  of  February  in 
the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  seven. 

WALTER  W.  NELSON 
JOHN  P.  O^DONNELL 
ROGER  H.  LONERGAN 


Board  of  Selectmen 
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Important  Telephone  Numbers 

Exchange  —  Browning 
FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


To  Report  a  Fire 

BR  3-4362 

Fire  Station 

BR  3-4356 

POLICE 

Walter  W.  Nelson,  Chief 

BR  3-4422 

State  Police,  Holden 

VA  9-4431 

CIVILIAN  DEFENSE 

Director  W.  Francis  Brennan  —  No.  Brookfield  Vol.  7-2318 


TOWN  CLERK 

Dorothy  P.  Day  BR  3-4452 

TAX  COLLECTOR 

Walter  G.  Chapman  BR  3-4381 

PUBLIC  WELFARE 

Qiia'boag  Welfare  District  —  No.  Brookfield  VOL  7-6727 
Board  of  Selectmen  BR  3-4349 

Center  School  BR  3-4349 

Board  of  Assessors  BR  3-4349 

Board  of  Selectmen  meet  in  the  Selectmen’s  Room  at 
the  Town  Hall  on  the  Second  and  Fourth  Tuesday  of  each 
month. 
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